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Year 8 Autumn 1 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Context  To explore religious and non-religious attitude towards the creation of the universe and where we came from.  

Topic/Unit Where does the universe come from? 

Knowledge 

Students will 

know… 

Different opinions on 

the origins of the 

universe and have 

developed their own 

Different opinions on 

the origins of the 

universe and have 

developed their own 

Different creation 

Myths 

 

links between belief 

and ideas about the 

origin of the universe 

 

different creation 

stories  

Compare and 

contrast different 

creation stories  

 

Different creation 

Myths 

 

links between belief 

and ideas about the 

origin of the universe 

 

different creation 

stories  

Compare and 

contrast different 

creation stories  

 

Christian Creation 

 

links between belief 

and ideas about the 

origin of the universe 

 

Christian views on 

the origin of the 

universe  

 

the source of 

authority of 

Christian responses 

to the “Where does 

the universe come 

from?” 

 

Christian Creation 

 

links between belief 

and ideas about the 

origin of the universe 

 

Christian views on 

the origin of the 

universe  

 

the source of 

authority of 

Christian responses 

to the “Where does 

the universe come 

from?” 

 

Introduction to 

Buddhism 

 

Buddhist beliefs 

about life after death  

 

questions and 

answers about these 

ideas. 

 

Procedural 

Knowledge The 

following Skills 

students will be 

required / 

developed… 

The PEEDEL structure (Point, Explain, Evidence, Develop, Evaluate, Link) will be imbedded - students will use this process habitually when 

responding to questions worth 15 marks. 

 

Analysis of evidence 

 

Collaboration (group work) 

 

Listening / noticing detail 
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Evaluation of information 

 

To develop independent 

working skills  

 

Hypothesising and making links. 

Reflecting & emphasising  

 

Reflection and empathy 

 

Contributing making considered responses 

 

Citing sources of wisdom to evidence responses 

 

Assessment Written response to following questions:  

How did the universe start?  

Where did it come from?  

Was there help from a God or being? Or aliens?  

How old is the universe?  

 

Written response to questions 

 

Mostly Formative… 

• Analysing Student Work. A great deal of information can be learned from students' homework, tests, and quizzes. ... 

• Round Robin - whiteboards... 

• Strategic Questioning. ... 

• 3-Way Summaries. ... 

• Think-Pair-Share. ... 

• 3–2–1 Countdown. ... 

• Classroom Polls. ... 

 

 

End of unit assessment based on the key topics within the component.  
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Gatsby 4 

(Linking 

curriculum 

learning to 

careers) 

Chaplain, Higher education lecturer, Primary school teacher, Secondary school teacher, Advice worker, Archivist, 

Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, Civil Service administrator, Community development worker, Editorial assistant, 

Newspaper journalist, Police officer, Youth worker 
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Year 8 Autumn 2 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Context  To explore religious and non-religious attitude towards the creation of the universe and where we came from. 

Topic/Unit Where does the universe come from?  

Knowledge.. 

Students will 

know… 

Introduction to 

Buddhism 

 

Buddhist beliefs 

about life after 

death  

 

questions and 

answers about 

these ideas. 

 

Buddhist 

response to the 

question  

 

Buddhist ideas on 

the origins of the 

universe.  

 

sources of 

authority relating 

to the question of 

origin. 

 

Christian and 

Buddhist views on 

the origins of the 

universe and be 

able to compare 

and contrast. 

 

Buddhist 

response to the 

question  

 

Buddhist ideas on 

the origins of the 

universe.  

 

sources of 

authority relating 

to the question of 

origin. 

 

Christian and 

Buddhist views on 

the origins of the 

universe and be 

able to compare 

and contrast. 

 

Science and 

Religion 

 

contrasting views 

on the origins of 

the universe.  
 

a wide range of 

evidence and 

students will be 

able to reach a 

conclusion about 

the strength of 

science’s claims on 

the origin of the 

universe and 

Science and 

Religion 

 

contrasting views 

on the origins of 

the universe.  
 

a wide range of 

evidence and 

students will be 

able to reach a 

conclusion about 

the strength of 

science’s claims on 

the origin of the 

universe and 

What does it 

matter? 

 

Scientific findings  

to an 

explanation of  

possible the 

origins of the 

universe 

 

a wide range of 

evidence based 

arguments and 

reach a 

conclusion on 

the origins of 

the universe 

What does it 

matter? 

 

Scientific findings  

to an explanation 

of  possible the 

origins of the 

universe 

 

a wide range of 

evidence based 

arguments and 

reach a 

conclusion on the 

origins of the 

universe 

Assessment 

Procedural 

Knowledge 

Students will build the following skills over the proceeding weeks  

The PEEDEL structure (Point, Explain, Evidence, Develop, Evaluate, Link) will be imbedded - students will use this process habitually 

when responding to questions worth 15 marks. 
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Analysis of evidence 

Collaboration (group work) 

Listening / noticing detail 

Evaluation of information 

To develop independent working skills  

Hypothesising and making links. 

Reflecting & emphasising  

 

Reflection and empathy 

 

Contributing making considered responses 

 

Citing sources of wisdom to evidence responses 

 

Assessment Written response to questions 

 

Mostly Formative… 

 Analysing Student Work. A great deal of information can be learned from students' homework, tests, and quizzes. ... 

 Round Robin - whiteboards... 

 Strategic Questioning. ... 

 3-Way Summaries. ... 

 Think-Pair-Share. ... 
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 3–2–1 Countdown. ... 

 Classroom Polls. ... 
 

 

Gatsby 4 

(Linking 

curriculum 

learning to 

careers) 

Chaplain, Higher education lecturer, Primary school teacher, Secondary school teacher, Advice worker, Archivist, 

Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, Civil Service administrator, Community development worker, Editorial assistant, 

Newspaper journalist, Police officer, Youth worker 
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Year 8 Spring 1 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Context  Students will develop an understanding of the different attributes that can gives somebody personhood. They will 

understand the argument that humans are more than just a body and explore what makes us human.  

Topic/Unit What is a Person? 

Knowledge: 

Students will 

know… 

Hinduism Beliefs  

 

key Hindu beliefs  

 

the impact that these 

beliefs have on every day 

Hindu lives.  

 

 

Hinduism Practices  

 

what happens at the 

Hindu festival Holi 

 

how Hindus worship 

 

The Ship of Theseus  

 

the story of The Ship of 

Theseus 

 

what is meant by a 

‘thought experiment 

 

and have the ability to 

evaluate ideas of 

personhood 

 

When do we become 

persons? 
 

what is meant by 

‘conception  

 

religious  beliefs about 

conception  

 

how conception is linked 

to personhood 

Can robots ever be 

persons?  

 

what is meant by 

‘artificial intelligence  

 

personal beliefs about 

personhood and AI  

 

beliefs about whether a 

robot could be a person  

 

Can Animals ever 

become persons?  
 

similarities and 

differences between 

humans and animals  
 

personal beliefs about 

the personhood of 

animals  
 

and evaluate Hindu 

beliefs about animals 

Procedural 

Knowledge 

Students will build the following skills over the proceeding weeks  

The PEEDEL structure (Point, Explain, Evidence, Develop, Evaluate, Link) will be imbedded - students will use this process habitually when 

responding to questions worth 15 marks. 

Analysis of evidence 

Collaboration (group work) 

Listening / noticing detail 



 

8 

 

 

Evaluation of information 

To develop independent working skills  

Hypothesising and making links. 

Reflecting & emphasising  

Reflection and empathy 

Contributing making considered responses 

Citing sources of wisdom to evidence responses 

 

Assessment Written response to questions 

 

Mostly Formative… 

 Analysing Student Work. A great deal of information can be learned from students' homework, tests, and quizzes. ... 

 Round Robin - whiteboards... 

 Strategic Questioning. ... 

 3-Way Summaries. ... 

 Think-Pair-Share. ... 

 3–2–1 Countdown. ... 

 Classroom Polls. ... 
 

 

Gatsby 4 

(Linking 

curriculum 

learning to 

careers) 

Chaplain, Higher education lecturer, Primary school teacher, Secondary school teacher, Advice worker, Archivist, 

Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, Civil Service administrator, Community development worker, Editorial assistant, 

Newspaper journalist, Police officer, Youth worker 
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Year 8 Spring 2 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 

Context  Students will develop an understanding of the different attributes that can gives somebody personhood. They will 

understand the argument that humans are more than just a body and explore what makes us human. 

Topic/Unit What is a Person 

Knowledge The Soul 
 

I can explain Christian 

beliefs about the soul 

 

I can use Bible quotes as 

a source of wisdom 

 

I can evaluate Christian 

beliefs about the soul 

 

 

Materialism 

 

I can explain what is 

meant by 

‘materialism 
 

I can explain personal 

beliefs about the soul 

 

I can evaluate the 

claim that  

“We are just meat 

Human rights 

 

I can explain what 

‘rights’ are 

 

I can explain the 

importance 

 

I can explain why 

different rights are 

assigned to different 

things.  
 

Human rights (2) 

 

I can explain what 

‘rights’ are 

 

I can explain the 

importance 

 

I can explain why 

different rights are 

assigned to different 

things.  
 

Assessment 

Procedural 

Knowledge 

Students will build the following skills over the proceeding weeks  

The PEEDEL structure (Point, Explain, Evidence, Develop, Evaluate, Link) will be imbedded - students will use this process habitually when 

responding to questions worth 15 marks. 

Analysis of evidence 

Collaboration (group work) 
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Listening / noticing detail 

Evaluation of information 

To develop independent working skills  

Hypothesising and making links. 

Reflecting & emphasising  

Reflection and empathy 

Contributing making considered responses 

Citing sources of wisdom to evidence responses 

 

Assessment Written response to questions 

 

Mostly Formative… 

 Analysing Student Work. A great deal of information can be learned from students' homework, tests, and quizzes. ... 

 Round Robin - whiteboards... 

 Strategic Questioning. ... 

 3-Way Summaries. ... 

 Think-Pair-Share. ... 

 3–2–1 Countdown. ... 

 Classroom Polls. ... 
 

 

Gatsby 4 

(Linking 

curriculum 

Chaplain, Higher education lecturer, Primary school teacher, Secondary school teacher, Advice worker, Archivist, 

Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, Civil Service administrator, Community development worker, Editorial assistant, 

Newspaper journalist, Police officer, Youth worker 



 

12 

 

 

  

learning to 

careers) 
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Year 8 Summer 1 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

Context  Students will explore how humans make decisions, they will be aware that all decisions are informed and they will gain a 

greater understanding of what these sources are. 

Topic/Unit How do we make good decisions? 

Knowledge: 

Students will 

know… 

Judaism Beliefs & 

Practices  

 

 the origins of 

Judaism 

 

key Jewish beliefs 

come from 

 

how key Jewish 

beliefs affect the 

lives of Jews 
 

 

 

 

Introduction to 

Morality 

 

the term morality 

 

different ideas 

about what makes 

a moral decision 

 

opinions about 

what makes a 

moral decision 
 

 

The 10 

Commandments  
 

what the 10 

commandments 

are 

 

how the 10 

commandments 

influence religious 

 

whether the 10 

commandments 

are relevant to 

modern religious 

believers 

 

 

Conscience 

 

the key term 

conscience 

 

the conscience 

plays in our 

decision making 

process 

 

biblical evidence 

regarding the 
conscience 

 

Free Will & 

Determinism  

 

the key terms 

‘free will’ and 

‘determinism 

 

the debate on free 

will and 

determinism 

 

To form our own 
opinions on 

whether we are 

ever free to make 

our own decision. 

 

Democracy  

 

To understand 

what is meant by 

the term 

‘democracy’ 

 

To understand 

the difference 

between direct 

and 

representative 
democracy 

 

To evaluate 

different types of 

democracy 

 

 

Procedural 

Knowledge 

The PEEDEL structure (Point, Explain, Evidence, Develop, Evaluate, Link) will be imbedded - students will use this process habitually when 

responding to questions worth 15 marks. 
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Analysis of evidence 

 

Collaboration (group work) 

 

Listening / noticing detail 

 

Evaluation of information 

 

To develop independent 

working skills  

 

Hypothesising and making links. 

Reflecting & emphasising  

 

Reflection and empathy 

 

Contributing making considered responses 

 

Citing sources of wisdom to evidence responses 

 

Assessment Written response to questions 

 

Mostly Formative… 

 Analysing Student Work. A great deal of information can be learned from students' homework, tests, and quizzes. ... 

 Round Robin - whiteboards... 

 Strategic Questioning. ... 

 3-Way Summaries. ... 

 Think-Pair-Share. ... 

 3–2–1 Countdown. ... 
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 Classroom Polls. ... 
 

 

Gatsby 4 

(Linking 

curriculum 

learning to 

careers) 

Chaplain, Higher education lecturer, Primary school teacher, Secondary school teacher, Advice worker, Archivist, 

Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, Civil Service administrator, Community development worker, Editorial assistant, 

Newspaper journalist, Police officer, Youth worker 
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Year 8 Summer 2 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Context  Students will explore the Jihad and what it teaches about war, subsequent mis-understandings of the Jihad will be 

discussed. Christian teachings and the teachings of Jesus will be explored.   

Topic/Unit Is Peace Possible 

Knowledge: 

students will 

know… 

Assessment  Islam Beliefs & 

Practices 

 

key Muslim 

beliefs 

 

that these 

beliefs have on 

every day 

Muslim lives. 

Introduction: Is 

Peace possible  
 

 what we mean 

by the term 

‘peace’ 

 

the potential 

impact of 

conflict on 

societies  

Suggest reasons 

for conflict    

 

a range of ideas 

for creating a 

peaceful society  

 

 

 

Human Nature  
 

what we mean 

by the term 

‘human nature’ 

 

ideas on 

whether or not 

it is human 

nature to go to 

war  

 

a range of ideas 

on whether 

human kind is 

naturally drawn 

to conflict 

 

 

 

 

Christianity 

 

Old Testament 

teachings on 

War and Peace 

 

The different 

Christian views 

on war and 

peace with 

reference to 

Biblical 
teachings 

 

the claim that 

peace is 

possible in light 

of Christian 

teachings  

Christianity – 

Faith in Action   
 

Christian 

teachings about 

peace  

 

Christian 

organization 

that works for 

peace  

 

Christian 

teachings to 

explain why 

Christians work 

for peace  

 

 

 

Islam & Jihad 

 

Key terms – 

greater and 

lesser Jihad 

 

That world 

peace is 

impossible 

until we have 

inner peace 

 
 

Procedural 

Knowledge 

The PEEDEL structure (Point, Explain, Evidence, Develop, Evaluate, Link) will be imbedded - students will use this process habitually when 

responding to questions worth 15 marks. 
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Analysis of evidence 

 

Collaboration (group work) 

 

Listening / noticing detail 

 

Evaluation of information 

 

To develop independent 

working skills  

 

Hypothesising and making links. 

Reflecting & emphasising  

 

Reflection and empathy 

 

Contributing making considered responses 

 

Citing sources of wisdom to evidence responses 

 

Assessment Written response to questions 

 

Mostly Formative… 

 Analysing Student Work. A great deal of information can be learned from students' homework, tests, and quizzes. ... 

 Round Robin - whiteboards... 

 Strategic Questioning. ... 

 3-Way Summaries. ... 

 Think-Pair-Share. ... 

 3–2–1 Countdown. ... 
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 Classroom Polls. ... 
 

 

Gatsby 4 

(Linking 

curriculum 

learning to 

careers) 

Chaplain, Higher education lecturer, Primary school teacher, Secondary school teacher, Advice worker, Archivist, 

Charity fundraiser, Counsellor, Civil Service administrator, Community development worker, Editorial assistant, 

Newspaper journalist, Police officer, Youth worker 

Literacy and 

Numeracy 

NUMERACY 

• timelines to depict historical religious data 

• Understanding of numbers / place value for Bible references 

• Percentage e.g the number of abortions, marriages, divorces in the UK 

• Tessellation – patterns in Places of worship including Mosques and Churches 

• Money – poverty and causes of debt 

• Significance of numbers... 

• 3 – holy trinnity, 3rd day Jesus rose 

• 2.5% Zakat 

• 10 commandments 

• 40 Days of Lent 

• 24 days of Advent 

• 8 Fold Path 

• 4 Noble truths 

• 72 Books of the Bible 

• 7 Sacraments & Days of Creation 

 

LITERACY: 

•  RE can help pupils to: 

• acquire and develop a specialist vocabulary; 

• communicate their ideas with depth and precision; 

• listen to the views and ideas of others, including people from religious traditions; 

• be enthusiastic about the power and beauty of language, recognizing its limitations; 
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• develop their speaking and listening skills when considering religious beliefs and ideas and articulating their 

responses; 

• read, and interpret at an appropriate level, sacred texts; 

• write in different styles such as poetry, diaries, extended writing and the synthesis of differing views, beliefs and 

ideas; 

• evaluate clearly and rationally, using a range of reasoned, balanced arguments. 

Of all the key areas in the curriculum, literacy, in many ways, is the one RE has the strongest connections with. 

In terms of speaking and listening, learning in RE can help pupils to: 

• listen well to the viewpoints of others; 

• structure ideas and viewpoints clearly; 

• make relevant comments on their learning in RE; 

• articulate their own views and ideas using reasoned arguments; 

• use specialist vocabulary with increasing accuracy and fluency. 

In terms of reading RE can help pupils to: 

explore a range of key stories, teachings and sayings from different religions, considering their meanings and the ways in 

which they have been interpreted; 

• distinguish between facts, opinions and beliefs; 

• make connections between different parts of a text; 

• consider viewpoints and arguments carefully ; 

• reflect on how the contemporary media conveys the place of religion in the world e.g., newspapers, magazines, 

articles, leaflets, advertisements; 

• consider how and why texts have been influential and significant; 

• compare texts, looking at style, theme and language, identifying connections; 

• reflect on how ideas, values and emotions are explored and portrayed. 

In terms of writing RE can help pupils to: 

• use a range of techniques and different ways of structuring material to convey ideas, themes and beliefs; 

• present material clearly, using appropriate layout, illustrations and organisation; 

• develop logical arguments and cite evidence; 

• analyse critically their own and others’ writing; 

• use specialist vocabulary accurately and consistently; 

• use a variety of writing styles e.g. diaries, poetry and structured essays to convey their learning in RE. 
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