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Subject : Psychology 

Year Group : 12 

    

Unit 

Memory 

 

 

Social Influence Attachment Approaches Psychopathology 
Research 

Methods 

Key Concepts Theoretical modes 

of memory and 

their relative value 

Theoretical models 

of forgetting 

Theoretical models 

applied to real life 

eye witness 

testimony 

Types and 

explanations for 

conformity 

Variables affecting 

conformity and 

obedience 

Conformity to 

social roles 

Agentic state, 

legitimacy of 

authority and 

Authoritarian 

personality 

Minority influence 

Resistance to social 

influence 

The process of 

social change 

Caregiver-infant 

interactions 

Development of 

attachment 

Animal studies of 

attachment 

Explanations of 

attachment 

Types of 

attachment 

Cultural variations 

in attachment 

Deprivation 

Effects of 

institutionalisation 

The influence of 

early attachments 

Origins of 

Psychology 

Six approaches in 

Psychology 

Comparing 

approaches sin 

Psychology 

Definitions of 

abnormality 

Diagnosis of mental 

disorders 

Explanations for 

mental disorders 

Treatment of 

mental disorders 

Basic mathematical 

concepts 

Features of 

conducting and 

evaluating an 

experiment 

Features of 

conducting and 

evaluating an 

observation 

Features of 

conducting and 

evaluating a self-

report study 

Correlations 

Sampling methods 

Types of data 

Displaying data 

Statistical testing 

P{psychology and 

the economy 

Substantive 

Knowledge (know 

what) 

- Features of the 

SM, STM & LTM 

- Models of 

memory (MSM & 

WMM) 

- Explanations for 

forgetting 

(Retrieval Failure & 

Interference 

Theory) 

- Types of 

conformity 

- Explanations for 

conformity 

- Conformity to 

social roles 

- Explanations for 

obedience 

- Authoritarian 

personality 

- Theories of 

reciprocity & 

interactional 

synchrony 

- Schaffer & 

Emerson’s stages 

of development 

- Lorenz’s 

imprinting research 

- Harlow’s monkey 

study 

- The origins and 

emergence of 

Psychology as a 

science 

- The behaviourist 

approach 

- Social Learning 

Theory 

- The cognitive 

approach 

- Four definitions 

of abnormality 

- Emotional, 

behavioural and 

cognitive 

characteristics of 

phobias, depression 

and OCD 

- The behavioural 

approach to 

- Fractions, 

percentages, ratios, 

estimate results, 

significant figures, 

order of magnitude 

and standard form, 

mathematical 

symbols 

- The experimental 

method; variables, 

hypothesis and 
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- Factors affecting 

eye witness 

testimony (anxiety 

& misleading 

information) 

- Resistance to 

social influence 

- Minority Influence 

- Social influences 

processes and 

social change 

- Learning theory 

as an explanation 

for attachment 

- Bowlby’s 

monotropic theory 

as an explanation 

for attachment 

- Ainsworth’s 

Strange Situation: 

types of 

attachment 

- Van Ijzendoorn & 

Kroonenburg’s 

cross cultural 

research 

- Bowlby’s theory 

of Maternal 

deprivation 

- Romanian orphan 

studies 

- Early attachment 

and the role of the 

father 

- The biological 

approach 

- The 

psychodynamic 

approach 

 

explaining and 

treating phobias 

- The cognitive 

approach to 

explaining and 

treating depression  

- The biological 

approach to 

explaining and 

treating OCD 

 

experimental 

design 

- Five types of 

sampling 

- Identifying and 

overcoming ethical 

issues 

- Observational 

techniques and 

design 

- Self-report 

techniques and 

design 

- Correlations 

- Meta-analysis, 

case studies and 

content analysis 

- Measures of 

central tendency 

and dispersion 

- Display of 

quantitative data 

and data 

distributions 

- Types of data 

- Statistical testing 

- The scientific 

process and peer 

review 

- Psychology and 

the economy 

Procedural 

knowledge (know 

how) 

- Outline a theory 

or model, including 

structure and 

process 

- Evaluate a theory 

- Evaluate evidence 

relating to a 

- Outline a theory 

or model, including 

structure and 

process 

- Evaluate a theory 

- Evaluate evidence 

relating to a 

- Outline a theory 

or model, including 

structure and 

process 

- Evaluate a theory 

- Evaluate evidence 

relating to a 

- Outline and 

evaluate an 

approach in 

Psychology 

- Evaluate an 

approach in 

Psychology 

- Discussion of 

socially sensitive 

topics 

- Use of 

appropriate 

terminology 

- Plan, conduct and 

evaluate an 

experiment 

- Identify and select 

appropriate 

sampling methods 
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theory, including 

assessing validity 

and reliability 

- Plan and write a 

16 mark essay 

- Answer short 

exam questions 

- Knowledge 

application 

- Problem solving 

(application) 

- Assessment 

preparation 

BUGging the 

question 

- Revision 

techniques 

theory, including 

assessing validity 

and reliability 

- Plan and write a 

16 mark essay 

- Answer short 

exam questions 

- Problem solving 

(application) 

- Assessment 

preparation 

BUGging the 

question 

- Revision 

techniques 

 

theory, including 

assessing validity 

and reliability 

- Plan and write a 

16 mark essay 

- Answer short 

exam questions  

- Extrapolation, 

from animal studies 

to humans 

- Problem solving 

(application) 

- Assessment 

preparation 

BUGging the 

question 

- Revision 

techniques 

 

- Evaluate evidence 

relating to a 

theory, including 

assessing validity 

and reliability 

- Plan and write a 

16 mark essay 

- Answer short 

exam questions 

- Problem solving 

(application) 

- Assessment 

preparation 

BUGging the 

question 

- Revision 

techniques 

 

- Discussion of 

equality legislation -  

- Outline a theory 

or model, including 

structure and 

process 

- Evaluate a theory 

- Evaluate evidence 

relating to a 

theory, including 

assessing validity 

and reliability 

- Plan and write a 

16 mark essay 

- Answer short 

exam questions 

- Problem solving 

(application) 

- Assessment 

preparation 

BUGging the 

question 

- Revision 

techniques 

 

 
 

 

- Identifying ethical 

issues and how 

they can be 

resolved 

- Plan, conduct and 

evaluate an 

observation 

- Plan, conduct and 

evaluate a self-

report study 

- Conduct and 

interpret a 

correlation 

- Identify, apply, 

interpret and 

justify appropriate 

measures of 

dispersion and 

central tendency 

- Construct and 

interpret displays 

of data and data 

distributions 

- Identify, apply, 

interpret and 

justify appropriate 

statistical tests 

- Apply the 

scientific process 

and peer review 

process 

Disciplinary 

Knowledge 

- The key features 

of carrying out an 

experiment in 

Psychology 

including: creating 

aims and 

hypotheses, 

- The key features 

of carrying out an 

observation 

- The ethical 

considerations of 

carrying out social 

research 

- The key features 

of carrying out a 

controlled 

observation 

- The key features 

of conducting 

- Applying 

knowledge to 

explain the same 

behaviour from 

multiple 

approaches  

- The key features 

of conducting 

research using non-

human animals 

- Apply key 

principles of an 

Applying research 

methods to 

theoretical, past 

and real life 

Psychology 

research 
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identifying and 

controlling 

variables 

research using non-

human animals 

- The key features 

of a meta-analysis 

- Exploring the 

similarities and 

differences with 

and between 

different 

approaches  

- Apply key 

principles of an 

approach to 

explain behaviour 

approach to 

explain behaviour 

- The caution 

necessary handling 

socially sensitive 

research 

 

 

 

Hinterland 

Knowledge 

Links made 

between the 

revision process 

and models of 

memory 

Field studies 

findings explained 

using theory 

Real life situations 

explained through 

theory 

Past social change 

explained through 

theory 

Social change in 

relation to child 

rearing practices, 

working mothers 

and social care 

Impacts of the 

economy on child 

rearing practices 

and social care 

Historical views of 

mental health, the 

medical model and 

scientific 

developments 

Societal views of 

typical and atypical 

behaviour 

Historical changes 

in approaches to 

mental health 

GCSE level 

mathematical 

knowledge 

Recognise the 

diverse nature of a 

population 

Knowledge of 

‘unwritten’ moral 

codes of acceptable 

behaviour 

Discovery links Introductory unit includes explicit reference to progression and ‘where Psychology can lead you’ 

Real World Application of psychological theory in the real world when considering improving EWT.  

The role of governing bodies and the importance of adhering to rules and guidelines 

The theories of persuasion when influencing a majority 

Questionnaires to develop an awareness of self – Locus of control etc. 

Formal writing style  

Police Officer, marketing 

Team working to produce presentations 

Discussion of the management needed of childrearing and a career 

Discussion of potentially sensitive and controversial subjects 

An explicit understanding of the impact of mental health on employment and the economy 

Exploration of having to make ‘cost benefit analysis’ decisions with treatments 

Awareness of some of the occupations involved in supporting those with mental health difficulties 

Research methods – working directly with ‘the public’, including appropriate language and ‘how to conduct yourselves’ 

Exploration of ‘professional disrepute’ 
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Homelearning/KO 

links 

Students complete pre-reading before every lesson and bring evidence of this in the form of condensed notes and Cornell notes 

to every lesson. This requires students to read, comprehend and select the most important information to record. Students then 

complete a short quiz to assess their comprehension of what has been read 

Specialist terminology introduced throughout each unit, unit specific specialist language is recorded in a glossary. An ongoing HL 

task requires students to become familiar with all specialist terminology listed and an expert in 5 terms for each unit 

Assessment 

rationale/blueprint 

Every lesson begins with a past research methods question, from the Do It Now booklet. These are maths & science based and 

require a written answer, the questions build in complexity throughout the course, starting with the application of knowledge 

carried through from GCSE and then begin including knowledge gained through the course. The answers are self-assessed. 

Every lesson has associated pre-reading assessed with a multiple choice quiz to assess prior knowledge and comprehension of 

reading before lesson. 

Each unit has an End of Unit Assessment in exam conditions following the exam format. Each assessment covers the current unit, 

previous units and research methods. 

Each fortnight students complete approximately 24 marks worth of exam style questions during their Supervised Study periods. 

These fortnightly tasks are based on the principles of interleaving and continually revisit content from throughout the course. 

Each fortnight, students complete a section of their ‘Independent research Methods Booklet’, this requires them to read and take 

notes on a set subject and then answer questions to check their understand and self-assess these questions using the available 

mark scheme. This is checked in their fortnightly Research Methods lesson. 

Within lessons assessment takes the form of student presentations, exam style questions, Kahoot quizzes, peer assessed essays, 

extended writing, student presentations & handouts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


