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Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that this newsletter finds you safe and well. It has been a joy to see some of the brilliant work that
has been submitted over the recent weeks and once again my congratulations go to all families managing the
situation that we find ourselves in coping so well with home schooling and remote learning. Teachers are
ready to support you with the learning so do not hesitate to get in touch if you need to.
This week, Bank Holiday is on Friday 8th May. We want to ensure that families and staff have the opportunity
to mark and enjoy this day. Teachers will not be setting lessons on Friday and we hope that the students
enjoy the long weekend.
There has been speculation in the media regarding when and how schools will open. There is no official
direction at the moment but as soon as we have clarity we will make our plans and share them with you. We
are very much looking forward to the time that we can welcome the students back into College.
Many thanks for everything you are doing
Kind regards

IT Support for Students
A reminder that students can get support from KCC’s IT Technicians should they experience problems at home
accessing work. Students can access IT support by calling the College switchboard and selecting option 9.

Shape of the Day Proposal
As we look forward to September 2020, we are excitedly planning how to continue to ensure that the
educational experiences we provide to students is the best that it can be. To this end, we know that we need
to increase students’ opportunity to read within the College day. The research behind this is clear, reading has
a significant impact on improving outcomes and preparing students with many skills that are vital for future study
and employment. We will create space for all students to read, as a tutor group, led by their tutor, during
registration time. So that we have time for this group reading to be successful, we need to create additional
time for morning registration. This also creates flexibility for us to run meaningful intervention sessions during
registration for students who may need some additional support. Therefore, we are asking students to, this
week, vote on the model that they prefer.

Students will be sent an information pack via email which explains to them the rationale behind extending
morning registration and the benefits that it will offer them. They will also receive a link directing them to an
online survey. Here, they will need to vote for either Proposal 1 or Proposal 2. This decision is for students to
make and we will accept the majority vote. Alongside this vote, there are some additional questions on the
survey that provide students with an opportunity to feedback on their experiences of remote learning so far.
We will use this feedback to tweak how we continue to support students from a distance.
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Sixth Form Update
Year 11 Bridging Work
Following the Bridging Work Launch Assembly last Tuesday, it’s been fantastic to see how many students are
accessing this work and letting their teachers know about what they are up to. If your son or daughter is
intending to stay on in the Sixth Form, it is essential that they access the bridging work their prospective teachers
have prepared for them. This can be found in Google classroom; the subject codes were emailed to you last
week. For those not planning to join the Sixth Form, there is work available for all subjects which has been set
on Show my Homework as a flexible task. All students should engage with Maths and English every week as well
as whatever else they choose (suggestion would be three other subjects). Any questions or problems completing
the work should be addressed to the subject teacher or Head of Department. If you have any queries about
course choices and applications, please contact Clare.Goode@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk

Year 12 Diagnostic Assessment Week

As you probably know, Year 12 would have been due to sit their second round of PPEs w/b 18 th May; due to
current circumstances, we will postpone these PPEs until we return to College. However, we feel it is important
for the students to have something to work up to at this time and for teachers to have the opportunity to gauge
where they are in their learning. Therefore, all subjects are currently planning a ‘Diagnostic Assessment’ which,
although different for each course, will broadly do the following:
•
•
•
•

Test some of the knowledge and understanding learnt prior to college closure
Give students the chance to show how they can apply this knowledge and understanding in an ‘examstyle’ response
Ask the students to reflect on their learning and where they are up to including gaps in
knowledge/understanding/ability
Allow teachers to give some feedback to students about where they are in their learning and plan
forward to address gaps

These assessments will be set on Show my Homework, on Monday 18th May. Students will need to have submitted
all responses by Friday 22nd. Instructions on how to complete and return the work will differ according to the
nature of the assessment and will be provided by each subject in the coming weeks. These assessments will not
contribute towards their final grades, and we would not want them to become anxious about preparing for
them or sitting them. Please ensure that any subject-specific concerns are addressed to the subject teachers
and that students contact their tutors if they are at all worried or feel they may be unable to complete them.
Thank you so much for all your support and communication with the Sixth Form team.

Checking your Child’s Browsing History
It is essential that all parents are aware of searches and monitor these. If any parent has any concerns that
their child may be looking for age-inappropriate, violent or abusive topics, they can pass these concerns to
school or contact parentzone with questions https://parentzone.org.uk/
Other useful links:
https://support.google.com/families/answer/7086922?hl=en
http://www.crckids.org/parents/parenting-tools/online-activity/how-to-check-your-childs-internet-history/
https://home.bt.com/tech-gadgets/internet/browsers/how-to-check-your-childs-web-browser-history11363878002352
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Is your child eligible for free school meals?
If your child is eligible for free school meals, you are entitled to free vouchers from the Government to help
pay for your child's food, regardless of whether or not they are attending school right now.
Applying for them is simple and quick via our Devon Citizens Portal

If you meet the criteria and have not previously done so, please follow this link to make an application:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Once this has been approved and the College receives this information, we will be able to support you with
accessing vouchers for the duration of school closure.

Celebrating VE Day on Friday 8 May – Bank Holiday
It will be 75 years to the day, on Friday 8 May 2020, since the guns fell silent at the end of the war in Europe.
This year, the nation will be marking the occasion differently. Many community celebrations, due to take place
on the bank holiday weekend (Friday 8 to Sunday 10 May), have been postponed. The veterans' procession and
events in London will no longer go ahead. But mark the occasion, we will still.
There are lots of ways that you can get involved and show your support in
marking the day on social media and via your digital channels. The
government has published a toolkit of resources, to include bunting and
posters that you can print and display at home in your windows. English
Heritage has a pack to help you put together your own celebrations to mark
the anniversary from home. Share your Second World War stories, families’
histories and messages of remembrance on social media, using #VEDay75
to join the conversation.
However you mark the day, privately or publicly, please do so safely.

Devon Youth Parliament
Devon youth parliament is part of a national network of
elected young people age 12-18 who are campaigning on
issues that matter to our age group. This year, the national
campaign is ‘Protect Our Future’ and as a group of Devon
young people, we recognise how important this is for young
people in this area but also across the world.
To kick start our Devon campaign, ‘Greener Devon’, we have
set up an environmental competition for ages 0-18 (see
below) and we would love KCC students to get involved. We
would like you to design a logo and/or poster about the
environment for our campaign, Greener Devon. The logo
must be circular so we can use it on social media. On the
poster we would love to see ideas about how to help the
environment and be eco-friendly. There are 4 age categories,
0-6, 7-11, 12-15 and 16-18.
To submit entries, either email to greenerdevon@gmail.com
or use the hashtag #greenerdevoncomp on Instagram,
Facebook or Twitter. Please don’t forget to include a name
and age. Closing date: midnight 29th May 2020.
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