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K EN N Y D U N C AN

A MESS A G E FR O M TH E P R IN CIP A L
There is so much to reflect upon after another incredibly busy
and successful year that it is very hard to know where to start.
Looking back at what has been my second year in tenure, I
can honestly say that I still feel so incredibly lucky to be at the
helm of such a vibrant and forward thinking College. None of
what we have collectively achieved during the course of this
year could possibly have happened without the commitment,
energy and enthusiasm of my fabulous staff, our active and
supportive Governing Body as well as from you, our parents and friends of the College. I
wholeheartedly thank everyone for this support!
However, our greatest ambassadors are, and always will be, our exceptional students.
We talk frequently about determination and resilience being the hallmark of a KCC student
and there have been just so many examples of this during the past year from our hardworking
and charismatic young people: the manner in which those GCSE and A-level examination
students approached their individual challenges throughout June, remaining calm and
focused and intent on being the very best they can be; our Ten Tors teams excelling on
the moor and in the May event itself, showing the grit and tenacity we come to expect
from all who take part and represent the College; our growing number of successful Duke
of Edinburgh Gold, Silver and Bronze Award students who continue to put their all into
the scheme, supported by a fabulous team of staff and volunteers; the extraordinary and
totally fantastic “Grease” production in the Autumn was a stunning success and all because
everyone involved so completely committed to a gruelling rehearsal schedule spanning
several months in the run up.
Elsewhere, our continued tide of success includes our brilliant sporting prowess throughout
the different seasons and the remarkable achievements of our exceptional musicians,
artists and photographers whose work was so beautifully performed and displayed in our
very recent Arts Soiree at the end of the summer term.

TER M DATES

By all accounts, we have so very much to celebrate over this past 12 months and I trust you
will have enjoyed reading about the many achievements highlighted in each pu blished
edition of both the KCC Life magazine and our KCC Newsletter throughout this year.
I greatly look forward to starting afresh in September and sincerely hope that I will have
an opportunity to spend time with you personally when you next visit the College. In the
meantime, may I wish you all the happiest of summer holidays!

K e nn y D u n c a n , P r in cipa l

GCE Exam results: Thu 16th August 9am

TERM DATES
2018-2019

GCCE Exam results: Thu 23rd August 10am

Su mm e r Te r m 2018

Spr ing Ter m 2019

Apr

Term Begins

16/04/2018

Jan

Term Begins

07/01/2019

May

Bank Holiday

07/05/2018

Feb

Half Term Begins

18/02/2019

Half Term Begins

28/05/2018

Half Term Ends

22/02/2019

Jun

Half Term Ends

01/06/2018

Term Ends		

05/04/2019

Jul

Non Pupil Day

23/07/2018

Half Term Begins

08/04/2019

Non Pupil Day

24/07/2018

Half Term Ends

22/04/2019

Non Pupil Day

25/07/2018

Sum m er Ter m 2019

Non Pupil Day

26/07/2018

Apr

Term Begins		

23/04/2019

Non Pupil Day

27/07/2018

May

Bank Holiday

06/05/2019

Term End s		

27/07/2018

Half Term Begins

27/05/2019

Half Term Ends

31/05/2019
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A u t u m n Te r m 2018
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Non Pupil Day

03/09/2018

Jun

Non Pupil Day

03/06/2019
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04/09/2018

Jul
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22/07/2019

Non Pupil Day

19/10/2018
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22/10/2018
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24/07/2019
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25/07/2019

21/12/2018
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25/07/2019

Dec Term Ends
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S T EP H EN HA W K I NG ME M OR I AL

An intrepid band of four Year 10s (and two teachers) set off from dark Kingsbr idge
Community College at 5am on Friday 15th June to head to the Interment and Memorial
for Professor Stephen Hawking at Westminster Abbey.

His ashes were buried next

to the remarkable Physicist Sir Isaac Newton and notable Biologist Charles Darwin.
The group of young scientists were honoured to have tickets for the memorial – 1000
were available and a staggering 25000 people applied for them – and mixed with
famous politicians, astronauts and celebrities.
Westminster Abbey was packed to the rafters as young and old sat side by side to
remember the brilliant physicist.

Friends and colleagues gave moving speeches,

recollecting his work and most prominently his sense of humour in such adversity. It
was quite clear that his disability ( he suffered with Motor Neurone Disease for most
of his life) m ade him the scientist he was by giving him a unique way to tackle the
questions of the universe that he wanted to answer. His family gave moving tributes
and laid flowers on his grave as his ashes were put in place.
The hour long ceremony was soon over and touched the whole of Westminster Abbey.
Stephen Hawking’s legacy lives on, not only with his great work in the field of physics
but also through The Stephen Hawking Foundation. The charity was set up by Professor
Hawking to facilitate research into Cosmology, Astrophysics and Fundamental Particle
Physics both at school and univ er sity level. It wil l al so facilitate and support work
relating to Motor Neurone Disease and those living with the disease. (https://www.
stephenhawkingfoundation.org/)
The group of students and teachers then headed to the Houses of Parliament for
a whistle-stop tour.

The group couldn’t help but be amazed at the pomp and

extravagance of the incredible interior and history stored within the buildings. The
group were able to walk through the The Queen’s dressing room (even having her
secret toilet pointed out to us), stroll around the House of Lords and Commons
chambers whilst managing to argue much less than the usual shouting MPs!

S TEPHEN HAWKI NG M EM OR I AL
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The tour of Parliament rounded off
an incredible day, and the students
and teachers finally arrived home at
10.30pm. A very long day, but one that
will live long in the memory and it was
truly an unforgettable experience.
The only fitting way to end this little
piece is with some words from the great
Professor Hawking himself…

“One, remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet.
Two, never give up work. Work gives you meaning and purpose and life is empty without it.
Three, if you are lucky enough to find love, remember it is there and don’t throw it away.”
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T H E D UK E O F E D I NB U R G H’ S AWAR D

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
The number of KCC students willing to take on the challenge of the D of E Gold Award
is on the rise as a result of our success in supporting enthusiastic and determined
Bronze and Silver Award students over the last two years.

This year there are six

students who will be tackling a four-day walk in the Peak District to complete their
Expedition section of the award.

Students took part in training last October on

Dartmoor and are prepared and ready for the challenge ahead during the first week
of the summ er holidays.
Students can start the DofE Gold Award when they turn 16 but we encourage students
to start at the beginning of Year 12. They do not need to have completed a Bronze or
Silver award to start the Gold Award, but they will need to take part in the sections for
longer. The Gold Award also has a residential section. Any student interested needs
to collect an Enrolment Form from the Science Office at the beginning of the term.
Last year saw three students from the college complete their Gold Award and in May
this year Joshua Budgen collected his award from Buckingham Palace. During the
day he met celebrities like Paul Hollywood, Mary Berry and Warwick Davis. Joshua
was presented with his award by the Countess of Wessex and Imelda Staunton, who
played Professor Umbridge in the Harry Potter films. This all took place in the Palace’s
garden where there was opportunity to walk around and explore.

THE DUKE OF EDI NBUR GH’ S AWARD
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G EO G RAPHY

Climate Change is No Game!
Or is it ?. . .
Mrs

Collins

and

Mrs

Norris’s

classes have been busy creating
educational board games that
highlight the cause, impact and
potential responses to climate
change. Clearly a lot of effort has
been put in and all classes s hould
be commended for their hard work
and the “deniers” should maybe
pay attention.

GEOGR APH Y

Inve st i g a t i n g r iv e r s
The Year 9 GCSE students recently completed their first fieldwork investigation into river
channel characteristics at Cadover Bridge. Students really enjoyed seeing some geography
in action, some enjoyed it so much that they felt they needed to get even closer to the
water. “Best trip ever” was said by one student but maybe that was because their friend
fell i n!

Yr12 Independent
I nvest igat ion
The Year 12 Geography
students have recently
started the data collection
for

their

independent

investigation.

They

have chosen their own
study areas based on
their interests including
whether Totnes Transition
town

is

effectively

countering the impacts
of globalisation or the
impact of the “Beast from
the East” on Slapton Line.
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MUSIC

Busking at the Kingsbridge Food
and Music Festival

On Saturday 2nd June, over 20 memb ers of our Busking Group, which is run by Peripatetic
teachers, Mahrey and Phil Berthoud, performed a mixture of group and solo pieces at the
Kingsbridge Food and Music Festival. They all performed brilliantly and really did themselves
proud. Well done to everyone involved!

AR T S OI R EE M US I C PER FOR M ANCES

Harriet Plowden

Bryn Pratt

Hermione Taylor

Lucy Booker

Sam Gray
Oli Howling

Emily Wheeler

Orchestra

Fleur Wibberley

11

12

A RT W O R K S HO PS

Y8 Sarah Wimperis Workshop

Y10 Jowan Pegg
Emma Carter
Workshop

This year’s Arts Week provided students with the opportunity to take part in Cross-Curricular
Art lessons, such as creating marbled planets in Science, environmental themes posters
in Geography a nd ‘Black-Out Poetry’ in English. There were daily lunches & after school
workshops such as face painting, jungle extravaganza & sun printing for lower school
students and a fantastic life drawing class run by Sue Steele from Harbour House for
the 6th form students and staff. Visiting artists included Sarah Wimperis, who shared her
valuable experience of creating illustrations for the ‘Loving Vincent’ film and local painter
Emma Carter who worked with studen ts to create their own canvas paintings inspired by
seascapes. Well done to everyone involved!

Emma Carter Workshop

Y8 Sarah Wimperis Workshop Y8 Sarah Wimperis Workshop

AR T S OI R EE

The annual summer soirée held at
the beginning of July was a fantastic
celebration of the students’ diverse
creative

talents,

including

Art,

Photography & Textiles exhibits and
a wide range of music performances.
Thank you to the PTFA, students, parents
and staff for their support in making this
such a successful event.

13

14

A RT S O I R E E

AR T CLUB

“In Art club, we have been doing lots of different activities. We have learnt about
mono printing, acrylic painting, water colour, marbling/collage and lots more. This
term we have really been focusing on ‘what makes me happy’ (which is a young
art competition in Devon). We designed a poster with things that make us happy.
They were sent to the Spanish Barn in Torre Abbey and they were shown to loads
of different people in a public exhibition on 3rd and 4th March 2018. We have also
been doing things that you can’t do at home (unless you have the equipment) and
you/we can learn loads of different new skills. Why don’t you come and tag along
next year? It will be lots of fun. You will also make lots of new friends and you will
learn lots of new things! Make sure you try and have a go at everything and don’t
be shy….Hope to see you there!”

B y L illie W or th in g ton 7 N E

“I have enjoyed the mono printing the most. Next, I would like to do more drawing
and painting. Art club this year has been really fun and interesting!”

B y O llie P en g elly 8 KR E

“We especially enjoyed painting the ocean. We have also been doing things that
we wouldn’t do normally at home and we get to learn new skills. We have also really
enjoyed marbling. Overall art club has been really fun and a new experience”

B y A lic e Willia ms 7 F LI & E lla B ent 7FL I

“I really enjoyed using methods that I had not used before”

B y Ma isie Don n elly 7 H P
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B IO LO G Y

We, the Curious
Year 13 Biologists attended a molecular biology workshop at ‘We the Curious’ in Bristol.
The workshop, called ‘A Question of Taste’ allowed the students to extract their own
DNA from cheek cells and amplify one gene that helps determine our ability to taste the
bitter chemicals in cabbage, Brussel sprouts etc. Students then used a special enzyme
to target a known mutation site in the gene and then looked at the patterns of DNA
bands using gel electrophoresis (see photo). It is the sort of activity that requires an
awful lot of specialist equipment and reagents that school science labs cannot provide.
With free reign of the science centre in breaks and lunchtime it was tough to choose
between hands on learning and the all you can eat buffet in the café over the road…
By Dr Pemberton

CLI M BI NG CLUB

Rock Climbing Round Up
It has been another busy and
successful year of rock climbing at
KCC. The KCC climbing club has
been using the College wall every
week B, Monday at lunchtimes
and after Colle ge.
In the dark months of December,
January and February we had
multiple visits to Dartrock and
Plymouth

Life

Centre

indoor

climbing walls. This summer term,
we have climbed and bouldered
on Hay Tor, Bonehill Rocks and
Chinkwell

Tor

on

Dartmoor.

Climbing has now expanded into
a GCSE PE option, with many Year
11 students using it as one of
their assessed sports. The College
Wall has also been used by local
Brownies, Beaver, Cub and Scout
groups.
So what’s stopping you having a
go? Climbing on the College wall
costs nothing and all the routes
have been reset in the last month.
By Dr Pemberto n and Mr Thomson
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S P O RT S

Rounders
KCC

Students

were

unbeaten

throughout

the

group stages and
went

into

the

semi-final with an
excellent

win

v

TGGS. In the final
they

restricted

Churston to just
6

rounds

in

20

good balls. KCC
students

then

scored a fantastic
16

rounders

reply
the

and

in

won

tournament.

It was a fantastic
team display full of
accurate fielding,
excellent batting
and

wonderful

teamwork.
Congratulations to Hannah Couling, 9GBU, Ellie Steer, 9CKI, Abbie
Butt, 9CKN, and Evie Dod, 9CKI for winning the team silver medal in
the S outh Devon Trampolining Championships

S PORTS

Year 9 Athletics
Team at Super 8
Athletics Final

Sam Stewart, 10JRO, has had an incredible
year

within

his

sport

having

gained

international honours. He was invited to
join pentathlon GB Talent Programme which
requires him to attend GB training camps
at Leweston and the University of Bath. His
most recent success was representing Great
Britain in Madeira in the event of biathle (Run,
Swim, Run) against Spanish, Portuguese and
Madeiran teams where he came second.
Showing that his hard work and dedication
to the sport has paid off, Sam has qualified
for both the triathle and biathle GB team.
Sam is an exceptional athlete and we wish
him the best of luck when he represents GB
in the European Biathle Championships in
Germany this month and the World Series
in Egypt in October.
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S P O RT S D A Y 2 0 1 8

Sports Days 2018 took place in
gl ori ous hot sunny cond i t i ons .
Years 9/10 took part in a Rounders
and Dodgeball competition and then
competed in their tutor groups on the
athletics track to win their tutor group
points.
Years 7/8 had to prove their team
building skills as they worked together to
gain points for their tutor group, before
battling it out on the athletics track.

S POR TS DAY 2 018
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K CC P T F A

KCC PTFA Fun-athlon
20 intrepid pink-clad women set off from the Ham at Bantham for the 4th annual Fun-athlon
on Saturday 23rd June. They powered along the lanes to South Milton and Thurlestone
on bikes and returned for a pit stop at the salad bar. Perfect weather and tides helped
on stage 2 as t hey headed up the estuary on SUPs to Averton Gifford. A quick break to
rehydrate on juices and take on flapjack to fuel stage 3 - a waterside walk back down the
valley. No records were set as conviviality was the order of the day, though the Pimms at
the finish line was richly deserved by all. Over £500 was raised towards the college’s Forest
School classroom.
Huge thanks to Sonja Harrow for impeccable organisation, delicious salad and refreshments;
Bantham estate for their support, and Busby & Fox for a £50.00 gift voucher and some
beautiful flowers.
Keep posted on all the KCC PTFA eve nts on the facebook page @kingsbridgecollege.

KCC PTFA
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Many thanks to the PTFA who have very kindly
sponsored the new school fl ag
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