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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 2

Within this issue of KCC Life I have great pleasure and pride in 
being able to share with you some of what has been a very 
rewarding term, one packed with both academic and non-
academic achievements and successes for our students and 
the College as a whole.

This week I have had the pleasure of presenting awards to our 
current 6th Form students and also our ex-students from last 
year’s Year 13 to celebrate their achievements in the 2018 
summer examinations. It was a wonderful evening, reminding 
me yet again of the importance of marking significant events in 
the lives of our young people, not just in terms of their academic 
performance but also in recognition of their contribution to 
the wider College community and beyond. There are times, 
particularly at this time of year, when we get caught up in the 

present and become so focused on our current priorities that we miss golden opportunities 
to reflect and appreciate the journey. 

Hopefully this edition of KCC Life will allow a precious opportunity to do just that.

There has been so much to be grateful for this term. Our simply stupendous production of 
Les Misérables in December stands out for me as a high point for all who were part of it 
and those fortunate enough to be members of the audience. The journey the cast and 
crew went on in preparation for the musical was gruelling, relentless but ultimately and 
undeniably worth it on so many levels. I thank you all. Our Year 7 and Year 8 trips to East 
Soar in September and October helped establish and strengthen friendships that could 
easily last a lifetime, reminding us all of the importance of positive, supportive relationships 
and being part of the bigger “KCC team”.  

Our excellent Open Mornings in September and the KCC Careers Fair at the beginning 
of November brought into sharp focus the prospect of the journey yet to come for both 
current and future students, and the need for preparation and planning right now if that 
journey is to be completely successful. Both events showcased so well the enthusiasm that 
exists within our young travellers and their willingness to make those important first steps!
So as this term comes to a close, I warmly thank you for your continued commitment and 
support and wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a happy, healthy and successful New 
Year.

Kenny Duncan, Principal



 3TERM DATES

My House of Commons Experience

Looking back at my progression I have realised that I have accomplished a great 
deal over the 2 years and one term I have spent here at KCC. However, the one 
thing that I’m the proudest of is travelling to the Palace of Westminster to speak in the 
House of Commons as an elected member of the UK Youth Parliament. I have been 
part of the Youth Parliament since Year 7, representing my constituency and hopefully 
contributing to Parliament’s work in conquering the problems of young people in UK 
society, in a hope to create a better life for future generations.

The House of Commons is an essential part of British politics, it is the central gathering 
point where significant issues are expressed and debated by the MPs with the help 
of the Speaker. National issues are brought here and given serious deliberation and 
debate, allowing the government to make fundamental decisions about how the 
country should be governed. Its main roles are examining and contesting the way in 
which the government works and debating our laws.  

On the day, I represented the South West of England while also representing Devon, 
Teignbridge/South Hams and, last but not least, KCC. As the Speaker called out 
“South West of England” for the topic of mental health, I immediately raised my hand. 
I wanted to be able to be an advocate for mental health, especially as innumerable 
people in Devon and across the whole of the UK suffer from this with little support or 
help. My heart was pounding out of my chest as the Speaker pointed to me and 
asked me to speak. “This is my chance,” I thought; it was my chance to give a voice 
to those who cannot be heard. Instead of feeling nervous or scared, a sudden rush of 
adrenaline overtook me. This was a chance that young people rarely get! I seized my 
opportunity to make a change and let the youth voice be heard.  

During my speech I highlighted how England’s Mental Health Trust features less than 
any other physical health area forcing tens of thousands of people below the age 
of 18 into attending Accident & Emergency Units rather than obtaining appropriate 
care elsewhere. I wanted to represent our College’s and community’s problems so 
that we can make life more successful for every young person. 

My overall experience was simply amazing; never had I thought that I would be able 
to stand in front of the Speaker (not to mention live national television) and raise 
awareness to those in power about those who are suffering. I feel that am one example 
showing young people that they do have a voice and with the right information and 
opportunity, we can make a difference; we can make our voices be heard. 

Safiyah Asharaf 9MCA



 4 YEAR 7 & 8 EAST SOAR TUTOR GROUP TRIP

This term, both Year 7 and 8 have enjoyed 
tutor group trips to East Soar, many of the 
groups being fortunate enough to catch 
the last of the summer sunshine! This has 
been a wonderful opportunity for our 
students to mix outside of the classroom 
and we are grateful to the PTFA for their 
support. The tutor groups took part in a 
range of activities during the day. Half 
walked along the coast from Overbeck’s 
to the East Soar Outdoor Experience, 
guided by an experienced trip leader. This 
involved a bit of map reading, some rock 
scrambling and lots of photographing. 
As well as building their team spirit, we 
hope the students stopped to take in and 
appreciate the spectacular landscape 
that surrounds us. While half of each 
group walked the coast, the other half 
took part in various challenges at the 
farm, expertly led by Schalk and Marijke. 
Here, they engaged in some competitive 
shelter-building (and there were some 
highly elaborate shelters!) and knot-tying, 
as well as a range of fun team games. 
The entire tutor group met for lunch and 
then swapped activities in the afternoon. 

Throughout the day, the focus was on working as a team, the importance of good 
communication, and the necessity for respect. Schalk does a fantastic job of combining 
fun and reflection, and it’s clear that the students understand and value the message. 

Being part of a tutor group should mean more than simply starting the school day with the 
same people again and again. Like being part of a year group, it is a collective identity and 
source of support that exists beyond normal lessons. In Years 7 and 8, this group membership 
helps individuals negotiate the transition to secondary school. It teaches lessons about 
managing relationships, difficulties and successes. In Key Stage Four and Five, the ethos 
of the tutor group is essential for 
exam success, as bonds formed 
over the previous years provide 
motivation and support when they 
are most needed. The East Soar 
trip is all about forging these bonds 
in the first place. Again, we would 
like to thank the tutors, trip leaders, 
Schalk and Marijke and the PTFA 
for making this possible.

Jon Eaton, Year 8 Leader



 5YEAR 7 F IELDWORK TO SOUTH MILTON SANDS

The Year 7 students visited South Milton 
Sands as part of their first Geography Unit 
on ‘What is Geography?’ The fieldtrip took 
place on Wednesday 3rd and Friday 5th 
October and both days proved to be 
perfect fieldwork conditions. 

This year the fieldwork has taken a slightly 
different focus with the students looking 
at the impact of human activity on the 
coastline. The students had to complete a 
series of fieldwork tasks including footpath 
erosion surveys, litter surveys and an 
analysis of the sea defences there. This 
allowed the students to collect a range 
of both quantitative and qualitative data 
which they could then use as part of the 
analysis. 
The students have been completing a 
detailed write-up of their fieldwork since 
being back in the classroom. They have 
been applying their skills in recording 
their methods, presenting their data, 
analysing their findings and finally drawing 
a conclusion to the original question of the 
impacts of human activity. An excellent 
two days on the coastline was had by all 
groups!

Jayne Collins, Teacher of Geography



 6 ENGLISH

This half-term, the English department has challenged all Year 7 students to write and 
decorate a piece of original Gothic literature of up to 500 words.  The ‘Goth Write Off’ sits 
alongside this half-term’s scheme of learning which has encouraged students to explore 
the conventions of Gothic writing and use this exploration to improve their own creative 
descriptions and narratives.  

The deadline was Tuesday 18th December, Student work that has been shared in class 
has been of a very high standard and, as such, Mr Duncan may well struggle to choose 
the three winners.

These winners will be announced during Year 7 assembly at the start of the spring term.  

Good luck to all entrants! 

Lee Northway, Teacher of English

Once upon a half-term dreary, while students pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious lesson of forgotten lore -

While they nodded, nearly napping, a Gothic writing comp came tapping,
A Gothic writing comp type thing, the likes they’d never seen before.
“’I’ll enter that,” they muttered, “that Goth Write Off like none before -

I’ll do my best and nothing more.”



 7CAREERS FAIR

Building on from the success of last year’s fair, KCC Careers Fair 2018 was bigger than ever 
with over 50 stalls from universities, colleges, apprenticeship providers as well as local, 
national and even international employers. All students in years 8 through to 13 attended 
the fair and got to talk to experts in their fields about possible career paths. Walking around 
the fair it was great to hear students exploring local apprenticeship opportunities with 
Babcock, talking about getting more women into engineering with Rolls Royce and even 
about volunteering abroad with Camps International. It was also great to welcome back 
three KCC alumni representing their organisations speaking to the next generation of KCC 
students about the choices and career paths they took. 
Next year we are hoping to build the fair even further and if you or your organisation 
would like to get involved, please don’t hesitate to contact either me or Fiona Bennett. 
Thank you to everyone who made the fair such a successful day; the students really were 
a credit to the school.  

Russell Back, Head of PSHE 



8 SIXTH FORM NEWS

Next Steps Programme

The Autumn Term is always an exciting time for our Next Steps Programme, with Year 12 just 
starting their post-16 journey and Year 13 writing their applications for higher education, 
apprenticeships and employment. 

Year 13 students and their tutors have been working hard to meet the UCAS application 
deadline for universities, and many students now already hold conditional offers for their 
preferred courses, ranging from Astrophysics, Veterinary Medicine and Computer Science 
to Photography, Nursing and Journalism: what a great range of aspirations! Congratulations 
must also go to the 11 students who have made it to the interview stage of their Oxbridge 
applications this December – a considerable achievement, indicative of not only weeks 
and months but years of hard work and enthusiasm for their studies. 

We have also hosted visits from representatives from organisations such as M&G 
Investments, to enable students to better understand the wide range of careers available 
in the financial sector; PricewaterhouseCoopers, to speak about the education and 
training possibilities created by large companies, such as degree apprenticeships and 
sponsored degrees; and Project Trust, a gap year organisation for volunteer placements 
overseas. The world beyond Kingsbridge is a vast and exciting place! 

In November, Year 13 participated in our Mock Interview Day with local business leaders and 
professionals, to support them in their preparation for university and employment interviews. 
Students submitted their CVs and career aspirations beforehand, and the interviewers gave 
feedback on students’ personal presentation and how effectively they articulated their 
strengths, interests and areas for development. All of the students looked really smart, and the 
interviewers were highly complimentary about their performance. We are very grateful to all of 
the interviewers for giving their time and expertise to this successful day. 



SIXTH FORM NEWS

Tutorial

In Sixth Form Tutorial time, students have access to the wide range of information, 
speakers and experiences that make up our post-16 Personal, Social and Health 
Education and British Values provision. We could fill many pages with what we’ve 
been up to, but here’s a snapshot… 

We have been fortunate to be able to host speakers such as Camilla Carr from The 
Forgiveness Project, whose quietly-told story of survival, identity and resilience is an 
immensely powerful one, and local businesswoman Juliet Bill, who showed her own 
photographs of the ongoing situation for refugees in Greece, Turkey and Iraq and 
shared some of the human stories behind the images. 

At the end of November we welcomed Sam Evans, a representative from Involver, 
a social enterprise whose aim is to educate and empower young people to engage 
with democracy: the focus on the European Union and Brexit was both fascinating 
and expertly delivered. Continuing the political theme, Year 12 & 13 students also 
discussed and submitted feedback to the House of Commons Science and Technology 
Committee inquiry into the impact of social media and screen use on young people’s 
mental health – their thoughts on the issue will form a part of the evidence base 
considered by the Committee, and the experience provided an opportunity for them 
to understand how important their voices are in society. 

To encourage and enable our students to better understand and ask informed 
questions about their own health, development, rights and responsibilities, Mr Back 
gave a fantastic presentation on this year’s Sexual Health Week theme of consent 
in healthy relationships, which was followed up by a visit from a representative of the 
NHS Sexual Health Services who was able to informally but expertly discuss questions 
students had about any related matters. Year 12 attended the Learn2Live Roadshow 
in Plymouth, which is a hard-hitting presentation from members of the emergency 
services to highlight the importance of making safe driving choices. A representative 
from South Hams Citizens Advice Bureau led an interactive session enabling students 
to access and navigate around the huge amount of relevant ‘real life’ information on 
the CAB website, such as part-time employment contracts and consumer rights. And, 
finally, a Police Drugs Expert spoke with both year groups about the realities and risks 
of drug taking and supplying, drawing on his knowledge of both the local area and 
wider national picture. 

It has been a real pleasure to see Year 12 transition into life in the Sixth Form, which 
requires a greater level of self-motivation, independent study and academic 
commitment, and to hear Year 13s discussing their Next Steps plans with increasing 
certainty, confidence and enthusiasm. They have achieved a great deal in this first 
term: let’s see what the next brings! 

Freya Morrissey, Assistant Director of Sixth Form
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10 PHYSICS

The Royal Institution is a prestigious organisation 
dedicated to scientific research and education; 
having been founded in 1799, it is one of the most 
well-known, and definitely oldest, institutions for 
scientific education in the world.  The Royal Institution’s 
(Ri’s) annual Christmas lectures are one of their most 
famous, and ongoing, educational programs – with 
such people as Michael Faraday presenting them. 

Sixth Form students from Kingsbridge Community 
College, mostly those pursuing Science and Maths, 
(me included) have decided to take part in the Ri’s 
primary masterclasses. These Sixth Formers, working 
in groups, will deliver 90 minute classes on a topic of 
their choice (related to Physics and Maths) to gifted 
Yr5 students from our feeder primary schools. These 
topics cover a wide variety of themes – everything 
from nuclear physics to electricity, rocket and 
projectile motion and many other stimulating aspects 
of physics. They will enable gifted primary school 

children to engage with older students who have chosen to study physics and maths, 
therefore allowing them to see what following that path in the future might look like.  
These masterclasses aim to be engaging, incorporating a variety of experiments and 
demonstrations, and even providing an aspect of competition in some masterclasses, as 
teams of children compete to build the furthest flying projectile. 

We as Sixth Form students took part in a training day on Monday 8th October (together 
with Sixth Form students from our Ogden Partnership Schools) to start to prepare for the 
Masterclasses.  We have also been working with Mr Atherton on Wednesday afternoons 
to plan and refine the classes.
The following masterclasses have been chosen and developed independently by Sixth 
Formers: 

• Nuclear Physics – this is a course dedicated to the exploration of the technology 
involved in fission reactors.  

• Rockets and Projectile Motion – this course explores the fundamental forces that 
enable rockets and projectiles to fly and reach orbit – enabling humans to observe, 
explore and potentially settle on other planets! 

• Density and Atomic Structure – this course will teach primary students basic atomic 
structure, and experiment with density and mass. 

• Telescopes and Optics – from creating a camera obscura to telescopes, students 
will uncover how light behaves – covering topics such as reflection, refraction and 
magnification.

We will deliver these classes to 24 Yr5 children from our feeder primary schools from January 
onwards.

Beren Vowles – 12FUB

The Royal Institution Physics Masterclasses come to KCC



 11BIOLOGY TRIP

As the first frosts of the year make their presence felt across the South Hams, it reminded 
me of the wintry weather we had last year. The A-level Biology students timed their main 
Biology field trip to coincide with the big dump of snow at the start of March. Great! An 
early start on the Wednesday ensured that we made it out of Kingsbridge without bother. 
As news of KCC being shut filtered through via poor mobile phone service, we were hard 
at work in sub-zero conditions on grassland ecology (see photo). That evening the snow 
storm reached us in Exmoor. Although the academic tutors could not get to the centre, 
the support staff were driven in by Land Rover or walked in from surrounding villages. No 
new groups arrived, and the other groups got out whilst they could, leaving us all alone in 
a huge country house (great for massive games of hide and seek in all the empty rooms… 
all rather Agatha Christie). River ecology was covered with animals being brought back 
into the lab for identification as the snow depth started to pile up. Breaks were spent sliding 
down the steep bank in bin bags (photo).  The final assessed practical was changed from 
a transect up the now snowed-over grassy bank to a transect up the more or less snow-
free sides of the church. The coach could not get to us on the Friday so we were delayed 
until the Saturday. Even then we had to partially walk out to the nearest minor road and 
then get shuttled by 4x4 to the Tally Ho coach on the main road. The rest of you just had 
three boring days off school … sorry about that. 

Dr Andy Pemberton, Teacher of Science



 12 CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT IN KS3 RE

Year 7 have been learning about the origins of belief
We have been using enquiry based learning to explore the earliest 
evidence and influences on what humans believe and where 
these beliefs stem from. We began by posing several questions to 
lead our research and develop our understanding and knowledge 

of ‘ where beliefs come from’. We have explored a wide range of philosophical ideas 
including the cosmological argument for the existence of God, the problem of evil and 
considered philosophical responses from ‘Sophie’s World’. 

As part of our enquiry we considered early man’s beliefs in 
the spirit world. Students were set the challenge to apply their 
knowledge to create a spirit mask that symbolised the role 
and purpose of a spirit. The quality of work produced was 
exceptional. We were delighted with the effort the students put 
into creating their masks and presentation of ideas. A great 
start to RE at KCC for Year 7. 

Here are a selection of the amazingly creative masks produced 
by the students which showcase the hard work and effort they 
put in to this home learning project. 

Lorien Joyce, Teacher of RE



YEAR 9 HOLOCAUST STUDIES  13

This year in R.E., we have been looking at the biggest genocide in history, the Holocaust. 
The Holocaust is when, from 1941 – 1945, Adolf Hitler and his Nazis slaughtered 
approximately six million European Jews: They were targeted because of their religion 
or race. A further five million people were also killed as part of Hitler’s aim to create 
a German Aryan race that he believed was superior to all others. Our work has had 
an impact on us because this is real, it actually happened and that makes it scarier 
because it’s up to us to make sure it never happens again.

It is impossible to calculate exactly the number of 
people who were killed as a result of Nazi policies 
but we do know that there were close to nine 
million Jews in Europe before 1941 and by 1945 
two thirds of the Jewish population had lost their 
lives. It’s astounding figures like these that put into 
perspective the amount of people who suffered 
at the hands of this anti-Semitic mass-murder. We 
now know that the biggest death camp was called 
Auschwitz and people would have their possessions 
taken away; Nazis would shave Jews’ heads; they’d 
get gassed in gas chambers; Jewish people were 
rounded up and taken to concentration camps 
where they would have their identity reduced 
to a tattooed number. This was a way to totally 
dehumanise the individuals. 

When we watched Schindler’s List, I think we all connected with it more because it’s a 
true story. We were shocked at the treatment of innocent Jews. Oskar Schindler did a 
wonderful thing, making his list, and it was a very clever way to save 1200 people from 
cruel slaughter.

I spoke to some people in my class about what we learned in R.E., and they told me 
they were ‘shocked and surprised because we didn’t actually know it was so horrifying 
and extremely unfair to Jews’. 

Innocent people were murdered and tortured by 
horrible means because they were different, but if 
we all had blonde hair and blue eyes like the Nazis 
wanted then the world would be a very dull place. 
Being different is the thing that brings us together, and 
if Hitler believed that being yourself is wrong then he 
must have had no soul or sense of individuality which is 
a terrible thing to lose.
.
Matilda Doust - 9JFL



 YEAR 9 HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 14

Year 9 Health and Social Care students have completed 
their entries for the ‘Step into the NHS’ competition that 
is run nationally for Year 8 and Year 9 students.   
The students have produced a job description and 
advertisement for a career that interests them within the 
NHS.  There has been lots of cutting, sticking, research 
and making of models.   The students have produced a 
short animation of the role of the midwife, a bouncing 
ambulance advertising a paramedic, a life-like morgue 

where a pathologist spends their time and a child’s health record outlining the job of a 
children’s nurse.  This competition has been a very valuable experience for the students 
as they have learnt about the different roles within the NHS alongside learning new skills 
such as animation.

Dani Steer, Teacher

Calling all ex-cycling ex-commuters now living in the South Hams!

Does anyone have a Brompton folding bicycle lurking in the back of a cupboard/
shed that won’t cope with these steep Devon hills and has been unused for a while?
The Design Technology department would love to buy it/borrow it to explain to 
students how this marvel of British engineering is manufactured, assembled and how 
it folds away for easy transportation. 

The bike features in the GCSE Engineering and A level Design specification but despite 
great videos on You Tube, the technology of its construction is hard to explain without 
a practical example. 

And whilst we are on the scrounge, do you have any old/unwanted Alessi kitchen 
products or dead Dyson Vacuum cleaners kicking around for Product Analysis?  You 
can blame the new GCSE specification again!  

Please contact me at KCC via reception on:  admin@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk or 
martyn.luckhurst@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk

Martyn Luckhurst, Head of Design & Technology
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The Arkwright Engineering Scholarship programme began in 1991 when a group of 
Head Teachers decided that Design & Technology was not being given the profile the 
subject deserved for developing future Engineers and Technical Designers. A Scholarship 
scheme was launched to encourage and stimulate high ability 15-16 year olds to consider 
Engineering as a career. The programme is named after the 18th Century engineer Sir 
Richard Arkwright, inventor of the water frame and the father of the modern factory 
system. 

The process started back in January, where I submitted an application form. The next 
stage was to complete an exam; this was all about design and engineering ideas based 
on a problem. With the exam passed I was offered an interview, which took place at Brunel 
University London. On the interview day I had a little mishap just before the interview, going 
over on my ankle and ending up in the local hospital for the day. Luckily I was able to 
reorganise my interview for the next day, where I spent the day building bridges, attending 
talks and the interview to give the presentation I had planned, while on crutches. Then it 
was time to wait…

In June I received the email to discover that I had been successful and was to become an 
Arkwright Scholar. I was to be sponsored by a Plymouth-based company, Atlantic Inertial 
Systems (AIS), which is a gyroscope and inertial 
systems engineering development company.

During October half term I went to the Institute 
of Engineering and Technology in London for 
a presentation and to meet my sponsor. The 
afternoon started with tea and cake, where I 
was able to chat with my sponsor and find out 
how they were going to support me for the 
next two years. During the presentations every 
student who had won a scholarship had a 
testimonial read about them and received their 
certificate. There were talks from past scholars 
and a representative from the RAF. It was an 
amazing experience.  

I am now looking forward to the amazing 
opportunities that this is going to give me. I 
am going to be mentored by AIS for the next 
two years and possibly into the future with an 
apprenticeship. The Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarship is the most prestigious scholarship of 
its type in the UK and I am very proud to have this 
on my CV.  I am looking forward to becoming an 
engineer after my A-Levels either with the AIS, in 
the RAF or another company around the world. 

Charlotte Budgen - 12EWA       
Charlotte Budgen with Sponsor          
Steve Clare from Atlantic Inertial Systems
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London Design Trip 2018
‘Work hard – play hard’ is a phrase often associated with city lifestyles, so when the 20 
A level Product Design students from KCC travelled to London for a three day Design 
Residential, as well as days criss-crossing London to visit the Science Museum, Design 
Museum, Brunel Museum and Conran Shop, the evenings were filled with visits to the Free-
jumping trampoline park at the O2, an evening meal in China Town and a trip to the Top 
Secret Comedy Store on Drury Lane.  Each night they returned tired, but happy, late to 
their city Youth Hostel accommodation in the city’s Docklands area.

The new Design Museum, in the revamped Commonwealth building off High Street 
Kensington, is a beautiful space with an amazing display of artefacts on the theme of 
‘Designer: Maker: User’ and the handling collection workshop was a springboard for the 
Year 12 students’ next design project on LED lighting. One day was spent attending a series 
of lectures in a 900-seat lecture theatre near Westminster with A level Design students from 
all over the UK.  There were inspirational lectures from four different international designers, 
explaining their design ideas - their successes and failures - and reinforcing so many of 
the concepts and theories that we teach students in school.  Most impressive was the 
‘Gravity’ team who have developed micro jet turbines for jet pack use, pretty close to the 
Iron-Man character.  The trip was intended to expose KCC A Level students to the very 
best that the world of design has to offer and to inspire them in their own work this year.  
Our students exceeded all expectations during the trip and were a credit to the College 
and their families.  I look forward to supporting them further in their Product Design studies 
as they are a talented group of students and I expect great things from them. 

Martyn Luckhurst, Head of Design & Technology
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The U14 KCC  team reached the 
semi-finals of the Tier 3 National 

Schools Hockey competition last 
month.

The Year 8 Netball team beat 
Dartmouth 22-11.

The U14 Rugby team beat Ivybridge 
40-28 in a brilliant match.

Sam Stewart and his Leweston 
Team mates collected the first 

place team prize at The National 
Biathlon at Leeds last month. He 
also came 4th in the Individual 

event.

Dance Workshop run by Lucy Scott.

Well done to all!

PE



 18 FOREST SCHOOL

Thanks to the amazing support of the PTFA we now have a secure fence around our 
woodland area and we have begun work to develop this into a proper Forest School site. 
The fence protects the site from unwanted intruders and makes it a much safer place for 
activities. 

We are now using the site regularly for outdoor 
activities with a small group of students during lesson 
times and have started a lunchtime session for Year 
7s.
We have built a fire place and wood pile and have 
managed to put up a shelter which may (or may 
not) survive the winter storms! 

The students have helped to apply for grants to get 
some extra equipment …so fingers crossed! 

We hope to make use of the site year round and 
to involve more young people from different year 
groups as we develop the site. 

      Vicki Smith, Learning Support



PHOTOGRAPHY  19

Anna Potgieter won the Outstanding Young Photographer of the year award at the 
South Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 2018 photo competition with the 

image ‘Across The Valley’. She also won an award in the category ‘A landscape to Live 
in Under 18’ for her photo ‘A Happy Chappy’. 

Anna said she loves exploring the different appearances one photo can have and 
creating her own style of both taking the shot and editing it. “When I’m out and about, 
if there’s a good opportunity, I’ll take it! Winning two out of the four categories was an 

amazing achievement but to be awarded the AONB Outstanding Young Photographer 
was even greater!” she said to the Kingsbridge & Salcombe Gazette.

Year 10 Art & Photography Trip to St. Ives, Cornwall
For an inspiring start to the Autumn term, GCSE Art & Photography students in Year 
10 had a visit to St Ives, Cornwall.  With strong winds, rain & sunshine forecast we 
braced the elements as we arrived in the home town of Barbara Hepworth, Ben 
Nicholson and Peter Lanyon; some of the most inspiring artists that played a major 
role in the development and understanding of modern art & sculpture in the post-
war period. The Tate, St Ives offered students 
first-hand experience to absorb the fantastic 
visual response of the world that Patrick Heron 
created in his bright, bold abstract paintings.  
The Barbara Hepworth museum and sculpture 
garden provided a striking collection for 
students to photograph and draw. Following 
the visit, the students have produced fantastic 
sketchbook pages with their personal 
responses to the day and will continue to 
develop two-and three-dimensional pieces 
informed by this valuable experience. 

Annie Bodmer, Teacher of Art



ART 20

Year 12 Art & Photography Trip to Exeter
On the 29th of October, the Art Department took their year 12 
Art and Photography students to Exeter for the day. They had  
spectacular Autumn light and weather and spent the day recording 
the interesting variety of architecture and structures that the city has 
to offer. They had a roof-top cathedral tour which allowed them 
to learn about the history of the building and to record it through 
photographs and drawings.
The Photography students spent the day getting to grips with film 
cameras whilst the artists used a range of media to record the city.
A great day was had by all and the work generated will inform the 
rest of their structures unit.

Kim Rea, Teacher of Art

Year 9 Art & Photography 
Trip to the Eden Project, 
Cornwall

Students have made a fantastic start to 
their Natural Forms & Structures GCSE 
projects, fuelled by a trip to the Eden 
project. This visit allowed students to focus 
on drawing and taking photographs 
from first hand observations, focusing 
on the architectural structures and the 
diverse shapes, forms and colours of 
the plants. This is the starting point for 
personal project work being undertaken 
back in school, developing skills 
using Photoshop digital manipulation 
in Photography and mixed media 
paintings in Art.

Natalie Ryrie, Head of Art

Making Waves
A Level Art and Photography

Tue 12th to Sat 16th March 2019 
Kingsbridge Community College
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Theatre trip to see “Shrek”
On Tuesday 13th November the Music department took 20 students to the Theatre Royal 
in Plymouth to see the musical “Shrek”. The students were mainly from Year 7 and they 
were a real pleasure to spend an evening at the theatre with. They really enjoyed the 
performance and felt very inspired by it. A lot of these students have also been involved 
in the recent production of “Les Misérables” so this was a great opportunity for them to 
watch a professionally staged musical.  

BTEC Music lunchtime concert
On Wednesday 21st November nine Year 12 and six Year 13 students gave a lunchtime 
concert as part of their BTEC Music course. For many of the Year 12 students this was the first 
time they had performed in public. They all did themselves proud and gave some lovely 
performances demonstrating a good level of musicianship and professional approach to 
organising and performing in musical events.

GCSE trip – Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra workshop
On Thursday 29st November a group of Year 11 GCSE Music students attended a workshop 
given by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in Plymouth. The orchestra performed a 
number of GCSE set works and gave a talk about each piece which helped the students 
to gain an insight into the pieces in preparation for their listening exam in June.

Christmas Busking 
The Busking Group led by two of our visiting peripatetic teachers Mahrey and Phil 
Berthoud performed brilliantly at St Nick’s Fair helping to create a christmassy atmosphere 
for everyone who attended. Later this month they will also be performing at Abbeyfield 
House. Thanks to Mahrey and Phil for organising this and congratulations to all the students 
who performed.

Carol Services  - Friday 21st December - Family Church, Kingsbridge
To end the term and set the mood for the Christmas holiday the Choir, 6th Form Chamber 
Choir, Chamber Orchestra and soloists will be performing at the Year 7 and 8 Carol Services 
at the Family Church in Kingsbridge. 



Rebellious Students hit the heights with Les Misérables 
Throughout its life, Les Misérables has launched some amazing careers and rejuvenated 
others and in its 38 years has played to sell out audiences, becoming the longest running 
musical in the West End and the second longest running musical in the world. For those 
who may not be familiar with Victor Hugo’s novel on which the musical is based, here is a 
plot summary in just three quick sentences:  set in early 19th-century France, it’s the story of 
Jean Valjean, a French peasant who served nineteen years in jail for having stolen a loaf 
of bread for his sister’s starving child. Valjean decides to break his parole and start a new 
life after a bishop inspires him by a tremendous act of mercy, but he is relentlessly tracked 
down by a police inspector named Javert. Along the way, Valjean and a significant 
number of other characters are swept into a revolutionary period in France, where a 
group of young idealists attempt to overthrow the government at a street barricade. 
Some parts sound familiar? For those watching events unfold in France over recent weeks, 
the rebellious theme throughout the musical is as current now as it was in 1848 when the 
February Revolution, from which the musical is devised, took place. 

You may be forgiven for thinking that Kingsbridge Community College couldn’t possibly 
compete with the West End, but if you were someone lucky enough to have bought a 
ticket for the College’s four-day sell-out production, you were to be in for an absolute treat.  
This young and vibrant cast ruthlessly reduced their audience to tears – mums, dads, grans, 
grandads, teachers, classmates, neighbours and friends – they took no prisoners, and all 
were all overwhelmed by the energy, power and fantastic talent that simply exploded 
onto the stage each night.

Over seventy students from Years 7 to 13 worked together since the beginning of April 
2018 with their musical and theatrical directors Martin Lewis, Head of Drama and Sharon 
Mitchell, Head of Music, to hone their vocal, acting and theatrical skills and to develop 
their characters ready to take their place on the atmospheric staging of the streets of 
Paris.  

With period costumes created by textiles teacher, Sam Simons, technical support from 
both current and ex-students and an orchestra which included well-rehearsed and 
talented students under the skilful direction of Music teacher, Peter Johnson, the audience 
was carried off on a wave of music, song, action and love. Among so many stand-out 
performances it is worth highlighting a few.  The powerful performance of Bryn Pratt as Jean 
Valjean, who owned the stage from start to finish; Tommy Booker, who played the dogged 
and determined Javert; the heart wrenching plight of Fantine, played by Evie Booth; the 
Thénardier’s comical interludes played with obvious delight by Ellie Trelfa Stewart, Belle 
Stallard and Dan Sinclair; and heartbreaking performances from Lucy Booker as Cosette, 
and also Amy Taylor and Ella Crossland as Eponine. The College would like to thank all 
students, parents and friends for their enthusiastic support of the production - it simply 
couldn’t have happened without them.

Kenny Duncan, Principal

Photos from Clare Booth
Collage from Dan White, Teacher of ICT
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INTO FILM Festival for Kingsbridge Community College Students

On the 12th November a group of 
Kingsbridge Community College 
students joined other young people 
across the UK to be part of the INTO 
FILM Festival, the largest free film festival 
for young people across the world. 
This year’s festival offers films carefully 
chosen for their appeal and suitability 
for young people. We are very lucky 
that our local cinema, Kings Cinema, is 
one of the 600 cinemas which took part 

in the film festival this year. We enjoyed watching the newly released film, ‘Goosebumps 
2: Haunted Halloween’. The students had an opportunity to learn how to write up a film 
review and present it to some of their peers.
The Year 8 students said, when discussing the film for their film reviews, that they were really 
looking forward to the next Goosebumps film and wondered what book the film makers 
would choose.

Bertie has a new colleague

We are very lucky to have the resources of two “therapy 
pat dogs”. Bertie, who is a Clumber spaniel and has 
been visiting the school for five years (since he was a 
puppy) and Lola, a new addition to the team who is 14 
weeks and is a Jack Russell cross Patterdale. Bertie has 
been helping with confidence and building self-esteem 
during his dog training lessons. Lola is very quiet, gentle 
and calming for anxious students.

Mr King sorts out a prickly problem

One of KCC’s students noticed a lone baby hedgehog wandering about in broad daylight 
foraging for food. The hedgehog was small and very underweight. It was rescued and 
safely brought up to Learning Support and put in a box with 
towel and warm bottle. Luckily Mr King (English teacher) was 
going over to the hedgehog rescue centre that evening 
and took it with him. The baby hedgehog turned out to 
be a little girl and is happily running about and putting on 
weight. We are getting weekly updates through Mr King.



ST NICKS CHRISTMAS FAIR

Kingsbridge Community College celebrates Christmas

For the last four weeks students, en-masse, have been 
working hard behind the scenes in the lead up to the annual 
St Nicks Fair at Kingsbridge Community College, selling raffle 
tickets, devising ideas for stalls and marketing and promoting 
the Fair. Over 90 students from Years 7 and 8 were selected 
by the College to host market stalls. They worked hard to 
prepare in the run up to this very popular annual event held 
on Saturday 1st December to coincide with Kingsbridge’s 
Christmas Celebration. Students created wonderful posters 
to advertise the Fair, some of which were then displayed out 
and about around town, as well as getting their wares ready 
for sale on the day. 

The “St Nicks Challenge” is an Apprentice style task set by 
the College, challenging the students to come up with either 
creative products or fund raising ideas to host on their stall.  
They could work individually or in small teams to come up 
with their fundraiser idea and develop their products. They 
had raffles, Name the Unicorn, Snowmen, tree decorations, 
candyfloss, popcorn, hot chocolate and a multitude of different homemade sweets and 
chocolate treats.  There was the chance to try your hand at flying a glider in the flight 
simulator supported by some expert advice from the Air Cadets, Tombola, getting your 
heart rate going on a Rowing Challenge, or seeking out some Christmassy arts and crafts - 
our students had it all!  Students excelled themselves this year with their fabulously creative 
and carefully designed ideas.  Alan Sugar would have been impressed by the business 
flair being displayed by these young fundraisers!

Mr Matt Worthy, the Year 7 Year Leader said: “I am enormously proud of all our students: 
they pulled out all the stops this year to help make it one of our most successful St Nicks 
Fairs ever. They were amazing, they had such enthusiasm for the event, working hard by 
bringing all their ideas together to help the PTFA in their annual fundraiser. The PTFA do so 
much for the College, helping provide financial support for things the College could not 
otherwise afford.  Staff and students are very grateful for everything they do.”

The Principal, Kenny Duncan, and 
all the staff would like to thank 
all PTFA members for their time, 
dedication and hard work they 
freely give to the College and to 
thank parents and friends of the 
College who support by coming 
along and donating so generously. 
This  year St Nicks Fair has raised 
over £7500!

Photos from Greg Taylor
South Hams Newspaper
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