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Welcome
The Sixth Form at Kingsbridge community college is a very special place. We have 

high expectations of everybody in our community and the support to aspire to 

great things is always there. We are inclusive; we believe strongly that everybody 

is of equal importance and we value and respect each other’s opinions. There 

are always new challenges to take on and we expect all members of the Sixth 

Form to find ways of broadening their horizons, through academic and vocational 

excellence, professional practice, travel, leadership, enrichment and work 

experience. our reputation is strong in the wider community with a substantial and 

growing network of alumni and local networks. our Sixth Formers are extremely 

successful and carry our aims and values into the world. continuity and support 

are rare and valuable in this complex society and we like to think that we make a 

difference to the lives of everybody who passes through our doors.

ms emily Fairclough

Assistant Principal

Director of Sixth Form

“All of the 
courses 
have been 
thoroughly 
enjoyable 
and I have 
learned 
more than 
I ever 
imagined I 
would”



... From The 
STuDenT 
council
The Sixth Form at Kingsbridge community college is well 

known for its outstanding results, but the recipe for this success 

is perhaps harder to decipher. There is no doubt that the 

diligence of our students is a key factor, as is the tremendous 

amount of time and effort that staff deliver, however this is not 

entirely unique to our Sixth Form. What is, is the fundamental 

communicative link between students, teachers and our 

wider community. The Sixth Form Student council aims to 

protect and preserve this link by providing students with an 

accountable voice and teachers and stakeholders with a 

genuine student consensus on decisions taken by the college. 

our council plays an active and diverse role in the actions 

of the Sixth Form as it provides an invaluable voice on 

student-related issues. it is instrumental in organising the 

annual prom that allows students to relax after an intense 

exam season during the summer term. The Student council 

offers a unique service to our community by providing a 

friendly face who can effect real change on their behalf; 

this is fulfilling to the volunteers on the Student Council and 

benefits them by developing skills essential for a career in any 

industry. The ability to time-manage, take decisions as part 

of a democratic process and communicate effectively in 

meetings are basic requirements of any industry professional. 

In addition, the confidence to liaise with teachers while 

keeping your ear to the ground with the wider student body is 

a highly important transferrable skill.

it is the culmination of these factors that leads to the 

outstanding working environment we are fortunate to have 

at Kingsbridge community college and which enables us to 

achieve what we do. it is truly a place where individuals thrive 

with the balance between unwavering support from staff 

and freedom to learn and express yourself in your own way. 

The Student council believes that this balance is upheld by 

the link that we provide from students to teachers, a mutual 

respect which is paramount to success at our college and 

enables everyone to be the best they can be. 



GuiDAnce AnD 
WellBeinG
Students are encouraged to enrol on courses which suit 

them best; we tailor study programmes to individual needs. 

Personalised advice is given both before and after GcSe 

exams in Year 11 to guide students towards selecting the 

most appropriate courses.  All of our students are supported 

by an experienced Sixth Form Tutor who is available to offer 

advice and encouragement. Tutors get to know their students 

well, help them through their courses and towards their future 

goals.

next steps advice and work experience are managed by 

our team; individual and independent careers advice, given 

by experts, is available for all students and references are 

based on detailed knowledge and understanding of the 

individuals. This leads to a high level of success in higher / 

Further education applications as well as Apprenticeships and 

employment.

Progress and development are carefully monitored by 

teaching and pastoral staff through SuccessTracker (our 

reporting system) and a Personal Tutoring Programme. 

Regular attendance and sustained effort is expected, and 

high standards are set for all; this is monitored by the Assistant 

Directors of Sixth Form and a full-time Progress coordinator.

This age can often bring with it many challenges and these 

sometimes take their toll on mental health. As a rights 

Respecting School, students know they have a voice and 

we encourage them to seek support from one of the many 

sources available. As well as tutors, and our Sixth Form team, 

the Kcc mental health Ambassadors are always on hand to 

help students find their way to the support they need to be 

the best they can be.



“I’m glad 
I chose 

Kingsbridge: 
the facilities 

are 
excellent 

and there 
is a good 

atmosphere 
around the 

College”

STuDenT 
PerFormAnce
Year on year results show that students at Kingsbridge 

community college make excellent progress by all measures 

and earn the grades needed to compete for the most 

prestigious of opportunities. 

Our specific programme for Oxbridge students and medics 

has a track record of success far beyond national averages. 

Alongside this we have many students that gain the necessary 

qualifications, experience and transferable skills to successfully 

transition into apprenticeships and the workplace. our 

combination of brilliantly taught academic courses alongside 

a number of expertly delivered vocational routes allow us to 

find an appropriate pathway for almost all students who apply. 

We expect all students to work hard to make the progress they 

need and gain qualifications that will set them up for their future 

pathway.



The 
ProFeSSionAl 
PrAcTice 
AWArD
At KCC Sixth Form, our students have the unique chance 

to gain an externally accredited award for their attitude, 

approach and demeanour around the college. We have been 

working with local businesses and organisations to put together 

a way of recognising excellence in professional and scholarly 

behaviour. The Professional Practice criteria has been written in 

consultation with local employers to reward the qualities and 

attributes of: Commitment, Resilience, Communication, Respect 

and responsibility. These are monitored and evidenced by 

tutors and the Sixth Form team in order that students are able to 

consistently demonstrate these attributes, gain a certificate to 

accredit their ‘Professional Practice’.

“The Sixth 
Form 
has high 
expectations 
which 
gives me 
motivation”



enrichmenT
Sixth Form life also presents many opportunities to extend, 

enrich and enjoy a range of activities beyond the classroom. 

enrichment is an important way for our students to gain from 

contributing to the college and wider community.  in an 

ever-competitive world, enrichment is becoming increasingly 

important and is therefore a compulsory aspect of the Year 

12 programme of study. included is the Duke of edinburgh 

Award and annual Ten Tors event although many more 

activities are available through the enrichment Programme. 

From additional qualifications such as the EPQ (Extended 

Project Qualification) and online courses to voluntary work in 

the community, local Charity involvement, the Equality and 

Diversity group or the increasingly popular Young enterprise 

scheme, there is something for everyone and we are always 

open to new ideas. 

In addition, Kingsbridge Community College Sixth Form 

strongly endorses work experience: an ideal way to balance 

academic study with life-long learning in a practical 

environment and often a prerequisite for many employers 

and university courses. All students in Year 12 are expected to 

undertake a week of meaningful work experience.

“I’m supported 
in every area of 
my learning and 
extra-curricular”

“There are 
enrichment 
opportunities 
no matter what 
your interests 
are”



The AcADemic 
rouTe 
(A levels)
A levels are two-year linear courses that are academically 

challenging and rigorous with external examinations taking 

place in Year 13. most often these exams are worth 100% 

of the qualification.  This is the traditional Sixth Form route. 

Students who are considering progressing to aspirational 

universities, such as Russell Group universities, are encouraged 

to study 3 A level subjects at Sixth Form. We do allow those 

with the highest GCSE grades to consider 4 A Level subjects, 

however this is a route that needs careful consideration and 

discussion. Generally students who are studying solely A level 

qualifications are advised to study three subjects alongside 

additional supervised study time or work experience. See the 

Subject choices booklet for details of our A level courses.

A levels are rigorous and challenging and students are 

committing themselves to a two-year course. our advice 

would always be to choose what they enjoy, as well as 

considering balance and breadth. For those planning to 

go to University and know which subject they wish to study, 

they should research required A level courses before making 

choices. 

many students choose to study a combination of A 

level subjects alongside Applied General and technical 

qualifications. This is particularly suitable for those who like to 

have a range of assessment styles and courses with a higher 

emphasis on coursework. Students are advised to consider 

their future options carefully to keep many possible paths 

open.



ProGrAmmeS 
oF STuDY
Students enter the Sixth Form from a wide range of starting 

points. Some have achieved highly at GcSe and are aiming for 

top universities; others want to study A levels before entering 

employment and some want to develop their education 

along a vocational route, which may involve A Levels, Applied 

General Qualifications, Technical Qualifications or Work Based 

learning. The general entrance requirements for Kcc Sixth Form 

are 5 GcSes (including english) at Grade 4 or above for the 

Vocational route and 5 GcSes at grade 5 or above (including 

english and maths) for the Academic (A levels) route. most level 

3 courses have their own subject-specific entrance requirements 

which are all detailed in our Subject choice Booklet but usually 

tend to be grade 6 at a minimum.



VocATionAl 
(Applied General 
& Technical) 
courses
Applied General qualifications are considered to be ‘broadly 

academic’ qualifications that combine terminal exams with 

opportunities for more coursework. They are often considered to 

be a middle ground between A Level and Technical qualifications 

with the focus on applied learning. These qualifications are graded 

from Distinction to Pass and are recognised for progression to 

higher education by being worth ucAS tariff points. They are 

well respected by many universities and higher/degree level 

apprenticeship providers.

We also offer two technical qualifications, the Cambridge 

Technical Media qualification and the more recent addition of C 

TEC Sport. The C TEC qualifications are highly respected by both 

employers and universities and in most cases, students progress on 

to apprenticeships and degrees that are linked to these industries. 

Our Media Diploma results are outstanding, in the top 10% of 

providers nationally, with Sport looking to follow a similar trend. 

it is possible to take a combination of A level courses and 

vocational courses within the Sixth Form 

“The 
teachers 
are always 
there for me 
and always 
make time 
to help”



leVel 2 
PAThWAY
The level 2 Pathway is a bespoke one-year long programme 

that allows students to get high quality vocational work-based 

qualifications as well as providing them with an opportunity to 

re sit GcSe maths and/or english if they have not yet secured 

a Grade 4.

There are no specific entry requirements for our Work 

Based learning courses. in order to be registered for a 

programme, students must demonstrate the ability to sustain 

a work placement for a minimum of four consecutive 

weeks, alongside a level of performance and commitment 

acceptable to the employer and the awarding body. 

These courses include nationally recognised qualifications 

in vocational areas such as retail or customer service. The 

majority of the student’s week is spent in the workplace 

learning the skills and tasks appropriate to that industry. The 

student has to complete a portfolio of skills evidence which is 

monitored by an Assessor.

Throughout the course students will be supported in finding 

their next steps. if successful they may then start level 3 

courses at Kingsbridge community college the following year. 

Alternatively, students will be helped in making the transition 

to employment with training, an apprenticeship, or another 

school or college.



conSiDerinG 
hiGher 
eDucATion…
If you are aiming to move on to Higher Education 
you should consider the following when making 
your course choices:

1. if you are planning to study Physics at A level then you 

should also take Mathematics. However, Mathematics 

can be taken without Physics and chemistry without 

Biology.

2. if you are considering further study or a career in a 

biological field or Medicine, you would be advised to 

take chemistry with Biology.

3. A combination of non-scientific subjects with 

Mathematics and/or scientific A Levels is very 

acceptable for many careers. For example, Physics, 

mathematics and a humanities subject is a desirable set 

of options.

4. In the Social Sciences/Humanities subjects, almost any 

combination of subjects is possible, although it is worth 

considering the nature of the study to be undertaken. 

For example, Philosophy, English, Psychology, and History 

all require a considerable amount of reading and essay 

writing.

5. Vocational qualifications are welcomed by many 

universities for many courses. The universities and 

colleges Admission Service (ucAS) publish points tariff 

tables to show for example, that Applied Business (Level 

3) at a distinction grade is worth 48 points. This is an 

equivalent to an A grade at A level. universities may 

require students applying with vocational qualifications 

to have relevant A levels too – it really depends on the 

university and the course. Some research prior to making 

your choice is advised.

6. If you are considering a specific degree apprenticeship 

as a possible progression then be sure to look at the 

necessary entrance requirements. it is often required 

for you to have built up a portfolio of related work 

experience, which we can help you to organise, 

alongside your studies



neXT STePS
We know that the Sixth Form is just the beginning of an exciting 

future for our students. There are a wide range of opportunities 

available after their Sixth Form studies and we take the time 

to help students learn the skills that they will need to be 

competitive in securing the best apprenticeships, school leaver 

schemes and university places. Students are exposed to a 

wide range of options and we use expert speakers as well as 

independent careers advisors to prepare students for their lives 

beyond their 16-19 education.

We encourage all students to be aspirational and we have 

dedicated additional networks and tutorial support sessions for 

those who are considering Oxbridge, Medicine and Veterinary 

medicine as well as students who are seeking competitive 

apprenticeships.





Kingsbridge 
Community 
College is an 
outstanding 
learning 
community 
where 
individuals 
thrive.

As learners 
we are...    
aspirational, 
creative, 
resilient.

As a community 
we are...  
responsible, 
inclusive, 
confident.
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