
Year 7 2021-22

Theme Enquiry questions 

Disciplinary / 

Second Order 

Concept

Assessment Justification 
Substantive Knowledge 

/ Concepts

Cycle 1A

Social history
Connected 

world 

Who are ‘The British’? 
Why did people migrate to 

Britain?

Similarity & 
difference 

Cause & 
consequence 

Why did people 
migrate? 

1 paragraph (10 
marks)

Clear chronological understanding. Role of factors causing migration to 
Britain. Britain has been shaped and influenced by the wider world, right from 

the earliest times. Ethnic diversity in Britain is older than we think. 
Local History: Devon stories of migration – timeline. 

Frayer: Empire, Industrial Revolution, Migration. 

Commonwealth
Empire

Immigration 
Migration 

European Union 
Reformation 

Trade  

Cycle 1B

War & Peace 

Power & 
Rebellion

Invaders – Why did the 
Normans win the Battle of 
Hastings? The conqueror 

and the conquered – What 
did the English think when 
William took control? How 

did life change for the 
people of England?

Cause & 
Consequence  

‘Luck was the main 
reason why William 

won the Battle of 
Hastings’ How far 

do you agree? (10)

Key turning point in English history. Provides a framework of the impact of 
conquest  e.g. Feudal system, castles, Domesday book. Build on in Year 8 & 9. 

Link back to migration unit. 
Local History:  Totnes castle.  

Frayer: Succession, Heir, Conquest. 

Inheritance
Heir

Danelaw
Cavalry

Coronation
Witan

Motte & Bailey 

Cycle 2A

Social History 

What kinds of things 
mattered to Medieval 

people? 

Change & 
continuity 

Why do you think 
Doom paintings 

were produced???
OR Inference Q? + 

Key Features? 
Interpretation?

Links to migration unit & Norman conquest. Importance of religion. Examines 
social and political changes. 

Local History: Ipplepen & Domesday.,
Frayer: Pilgrimage, Pope, Hierarchy. 

Feudalism
Nobility

Peasants
Knights

Social class

Cycle 2B

War & Peace

Crusades – ‘God’s warriors –
why risk death to defend 

the Church?

Interpretations

Significance  

‘Glory was the 
biggest motivation 

for going on a 
crusade.’ How far 

do you agree? (10)
Or 

Religious fervour…..

Interaction (conflict) of worlds established. England, Europe, Holy Lands. 
Pope Urban II and reasons for the first crusade. Links to pilgrimage and Holy 
War. Picking up on themes of the importance of religion from Cycle 1 & 2A. 

Local History: Exeter Cathedral (Byrom book) Dartmouth 
Frayer:  Crusade, Pope, Holy War.

Conquest, Rebellion, 
Christianity, Islam, 

Feudalism, Monarchy, 
Papacy, Holy War, Society

Cycle 3A
The 

connected 
world 

War and 
peace

How far were the Pre 
Columbian societies 

uncivilised and savage?

Similarity & 
difference

??
Explain one of the 
following:
Importance/ 
Consequence. 

Tie in with Migration & Norman conquest. Links to later Year 8 scheme on 
Tudor exploration.  Focus on conquest and impact. Trace the historical 

timeline of Pre-Columbian civilisations in the New World and compare to 
Medieval England. Analyse reasons behind the rise and fall of each 

civilisation. Learn about rich and varied cultures. 
Local History:  Drake & Hawkins 

Frayer: Civilisation, Conquest, Empire.

Trade
Empire
Slavery

Conquest
Treaty
Piracy 

Cycle 3B
Power & 
rebellion 

In what ways did the 
Reformation matter to 

ordinary people? 
What did the candle in 
Morebath Church see?

Significance

Interpretations  

Change & 
Continuity 

How did the 
Reformation affect 
Morebath church? 

OR

How far did 
religion change 

the life of ordinary 
people in 16th

century Morebath, 
England?

A transition from medieval England to the Tudor era. Revisit royal instability, 
challenges to authority, role of women. Reformation - Change in power 

between Church and State. Significant monarchs.
Link back to migration unit - Huguenots. Builds upon stability of monarchy and 

influence and role of the church and papacy. 
Local History:  Morebath. Exeter Cathedral, St Nicolas’ priory. Compton 

Castle. 
Frayer: Faith, Doctrine, Dynasty. 

Pope
Transubstantiation

Clergy
Reform

Persecution
Excommunicated

Parliament 

Curriculum Overview

In Y7, the ESW History curriculum aims to 
establish a critical platform for the KS3 
curriculum. At a fundamental level, our 
Y7 curriculum is a story of migration. 
Students will start with a Migration 
Through Time unit. This will give a broad 
chronological sweep of the history they 
will delve down into over the 3 years. 
Recognising the lived experiences of 
people within our diverse communities, 
from stories of migration to everyday life
and community. Key substantive 
concepts such as empire, trade and 
Reformation will be introduced. The unit 

will also build on their KS2 History studies 
and their Ancient History knowledge. 

The Norman Conquest & impact unit
teaches students about a significant
period of English history and provides
them with a framework of the impact of
conquest. The study of power and
conquest will be developed through
studying the Norman conquest and the
Crusades. The Crusades enquiry It
explores the interplay of political, military,
economic, social, religious and cultural
forces that shaped the relationship
between the Islamic world, the Byzantine
Empire and Latin Christendom during the
period c.1070–1100. Learners should be
able to identify and describe the main
events of the First Crusade and should

develop an understanding of the diverse
lives and experiences of Muslims and
Christians at that time. Comparisons will
be made between Medieval England
and the Islamic world.

The study of power and the changing
role of Church and Parliament will be
investigated with a specific focus on
Henry VIII’s break with Rome. The
interplay between Church and State is
crucial to understand.



Year 8 2021-22

Topic Enquiries
Disciplinary / 

Second Order
Assessment Justification

Substantive Knowledge /  

Concept

Cycle 1A

Stuart 
England

What were the causes of The 
English Civil War?

Cause & 
Consequence
Significance

Charles I was the 
main cause of 
the English Civil 
War. How far do 
you agree?

This topics relates back to the studying of the Reformation in Year 7, helping to 
reiterate the importance of religion and the way in which this played a role in 

dividing the country. It is an opportunity to explain why wars can happen. Explores 
major challenges to status quo, developing schemas of power and monarchy.

Zooming into the specific challenge parliament presented to monarchy during civil 
war. 

Parliament 
Democracy

Civil War
Siege

Republic  

Cycle 1B
Stuart 

England

How did the war progress? How 
did Oliver Cromwell try and 

change England?
Start of British Empire.

Significance  
Knowledge 
questions

This continues with the Stuart England topic, giving the students a chance to 
understand the way in which the war ended and the break in English monarchical 
rule. Students can explore why this experiment failed. We also introduce the British 

Empire topic. 

Heresy
Puritan

Republic
Commonwealth  

Control

Cycle 2A

British 
Empire

Why did the British want an 
Empire and what was the 
impact on the colonies?

Cause & 
Consequence

Write a clear 
summary that 

analyses reasons 
that Britain 
wanted an 

empire. Support 
your summary 
with examples

Students understand the start of Britain’s subsequent empire and also explore 
reasons why the desire Empire would be so motivating. We use India as a case study 

to explore treatment of the colony as well as the eventual independence 
movement. 

Colony
Empire 

Independence 
Migration  

Cycle 2B

Industrial 
Revolution

Why did the Industrial 
Revolution happen in England?

Change & 
continuity 

Knowledge 
questions

Develops the idea of Empire and the importance of trade as well as creating an 
opportunity to link to the next topic of slavery and therefore understanding Britain’s 
role in it. It also offers some foundation for the GCSE topic of the People’s Health.

Revolution 
Trade

Entrepreneur
Urbanisation

Empire
Parliament  

Cycle 3A

Slavery and 
Civil Rights

What was the slave trade? How 
did this develop and how did it 

end?

Change & 
Continuity 

Sources/Evidence

Questions on 
sources about 

the Middle 
Passage

This period of history offers some context for racial issues that can be seen in the 
present. The focus is on the Transatlantic Slave trade and the subsequent story of 

slavery, in particular, the United States as this leads onto the study of the Civil Rights 
campaigns of the twentieth century. This also offers some foundation for the GCSE 

topic of the Making of the America

Rebellion
Trade 

Campaign
Slavery
Protest

Civil War

Cycle 3B

Civil Rights 
and 

Women’s 
Rights

How did African Americans 
gain their civil rights in the USA?

How did women gain the right 
vote in Britain?

Change & 
Continuity

Interpretations 

Questions on 
sources about 

the Little Rock 9

This follows the topic on slavery and looks at the means by which change can 
happen in history. It offers the chance to discuss racial issues today. We also look at 

the same kind of struggles that women in Britain faced in order to gain the viote.

Democracy
Reform
Unions

Political parties
Election

Class 

Curriculum Overview

We start Year 8 with a study of Stuart 
England, using the previous Yr 7 study 
of the Tudor era as the foundation for 
this. Students are able to use their 
understanding of the importance of 
religious change and can build on 
this to understand the role of 
economic and political pressures 
that led to conflict.
By exploring the English Civil war 
students develop their contextual 
knowledge of politics and power 
and are able to analyse the long-
and short-term impacts of historical 
events.

The British Empire topic creates some 
foundation for much of what is 
studied in Yr 8. Students look at 
motivation for Empire as well as how 
the Empire links to the Industrial 
Revolution and slavery topics.

Extending the British Empire topic, 
student gain an understanding of the 
slave trade and short and long-term 
impacts of this on the people 
experiencing them. We look at how 
change happens and they extent of 
change and continuity over time. 
This leads onto the experience of 
African Americans and the civil rights 
movement, again trying to 
understand how change is effected.
This also includes looking at the 
experience of black people in Britain. 

We end the year by looking at a 
further example of change, this time 
the role of women and the 
suffragette movement, Students 
explore how different factors play a 
role in change, for example, key 
individuals, government action and 
other events like WW1.



Year 9 2021-22 

Topic Enquiry questions 

Disciplinary / 

Second Order 

Concept

Assessment Justification 
Substantive Knowledge / 

Concepts

Cycle 1A

World War 
One

What were the causes of World 
War One? How did the war 

develop?

Cause & 
consequence

Significance

Interpretations

The Battle of the 
Somme was ‘lions 
led by donkeys’. 
How far do you 
agree?

Draws together the various worlds explored throughout he curriculum to explore their 
repeated collision in the 20th century and setting the scene for the later exploration of 

ideologies.
Picks up on a number of themes from Year 8 to establish nature of democracy in 

Britain and the impact the growing franchise had on class in Britain.

Empire
Nationalism

Treaty
Imperialism
Alliances
Militarism 

Cycle 1B

Inter-War 
and 

Communi
sm in 
Russia

How did Communism affect Russia?
Interpretations

Significance  
Knowledge 
questions

Fits in with later scheme on the rise of Hitler and links back change in history looked at 
in Year 8. Legacy of the Treaty of Versailles. Also introduces the students to 

communism which is an ongoing theme of twentieth century, helping with the Cold 
War in Yr 9 and eventually at A-Level.

Communism
Alliance

Capitalism
State 
Trade 

2A
World War 

Two 

Why did World War Two start? How 
did the war develop?

Cause & 
consequence 

Interpretations

‘Dunkirk was a 
humiliating defeat 
for the British Army’ 

Do you agree?
Explain your 

answer.

Interwar period. Develops the schema of ideology. Provide context for understanding 
the current state of the World. Links to earlier concepts of power. How did Nazism 

become mainstream? 

Technology
Alliance
Invasion

Occupation 

Cycle 2B

World War 
Two

Why was the atomic bomb used on 
Japan?

Cause & 
Consequence 
Significance  

Sources/Evidence
Interpretations

How useful are the  
sources for finding 
out why the USA 
dropped the atom 
bomb on Japan?

Appeasement. Key turning points in World History. Impact of atomic bomb – moral 
arguments. 

Technology
Ideology
Invasion

Propaganda

Cycle 3A

Nazi 
Germany

How did the Nazis change 
Germany?

Cause & 
Consequence 

Change & 
Continuity

Knowledge 
questions

Develops the schema of ideology. Provide context for understanding the current state 
of the World. Links to earlier concepts of power. How did Nazism become mainstream? 
When did German democracy die? Helps to create foundation for GCSE topic on Nazi 

Germany.

Anti-Semitism
Persecution
Genocide

Police State
Migration 

Cycle 3B

Cold War

What happened during the Cold 
War? 

Cause & 
Consequence

Change & 
Continuity

Significance 

Why did the USA 
become involved 
in Vietnam in the 
1950s and 1960s? 

Creates context of the second half of the twentieth century. Looks at the role of 
power, propaganda and ideology.

Ideology
Communism
Capitalism
Technology

Protest
Invasion
Collapse

Curriculum Overview

Driving the Year 9

curriculum is the

question of power,

peace and warfare.

Students will be

challenged to

characterise the nature

of the 20th century

itself.

The Year 9 curriculum

intends to draw

together many of the

strands sown

throughout Year 7 & 8,

This world depth study

should enable learners

to understand the

events and impact of

the World Wars, the

Nazi dictatorship and

the Cold War. It

explores the interplay of

political, economic,

social, racial and

cultural forces at work

in these societies.

Learners should be able

to identify and describe

the main features of the

period and should

develop an

understanding of the

lives and experiences of

people during this

traumatic time.



Year 10 2021-22

GCSE Topic Question Styles

Disciplinary / 

Second Order 

Concept

Assessment Justification 
Substantive Knowledge / 

Concepts

Cycle 1A

History Around Us
Buckland Abbey

How far would you say… ?
How far do you think…?
Explain why… ? 

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity 

and difference. Analyse, 

evaluate and use 

sources

Imagine that an artist has been hired to 
do a painting showing the diversity of 
everyday life at your site, at a particular 
time in its past. What would you tell the 
artist to help make the painting 
historically accurate? 

We start with the local study which gives a certain overview of British History from the 
Medieval Period onwards. We are able to make useful links back to elements of KS3 

History such as Medieval beliefs and the Industrial revolution. It also gives some context for 
later GCSE topics. The extended question style is common throughout the other topics so 

this offers good foundational skills

Christianity
Catholicism
Monasticism
Reformation 

Agricultural Revolution

Cycle 1B

History Around Us
& People’s Health

Write a clear and organised 
summary that analyses…
Why did…? 
How far do you agree…?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity 

and difference. 

Choose a turning point in your 

site’s history. Explain how and why 

this changed the importance of 

the site either locally or nationally.

The People’s Health is also a breadth study in nature. These questions focus more on AO1 
and AO2 skills, which are used throughout the course. Plenty of links to be made with KS3 

work and the Buckland Abbey topic.

Government

Science and technology

Urbanisation

Wealth and Poverty

Epidemics

Living Conditions

Cycle 2A

People’s Health

Write a clear and organised 
summary that analyses…
Why did…? 
How far do you agree…?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity 

and difference. 

‘The work of the government was the 
most important factor in improving the 
health of towns in the nineteenth 
century’.  
How far do you agree? 

The People’s Health is also a breadth study in nature. These questions focus more on AO1 
and AO2 skills, which are used throughout the course. Plenty of links to be made with KS3 

work and the Buckland Abbey topic.

Government
Science and technology

Urbanisation
Wealth and Poverty

Epidemics
Living Conditions

Cycle 2B

Norman 
Conquest

Identify and explain one way the 
historian…
If you were asked to do further 
research on…
How far and why they differ
How far do you agree?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity 

and difference. Analyse, 

evaluate and use 

interpretations

Write a clear and organised 

summary that analyses people’s 

lifestyles since 1900. 

Why did living conditions in 

industrial towns have such a 

significant impact on people’s 

health? 

The question styles introduce students to the concept of interpretations (AO4) as well as 
the AO1 and AO2 of previous topics. The students are able to draw upon their 

understanding of work done in Year 7 and this confidence they have is a 
counterbalance to the challenging nature of the questions.

Inheritance
Heir

Danelaw
Cavalry

Coronation
Witan

Motte & Bailey 

Cycle 3A
Norman 

Conquest

Identify and explain one way the 
historian…
If you were asked to do further 
research on…
How far and why they differ
How far do you agree?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity 

and difference. Analyse, 

evaluate and use 

interpretations

PPE: Full exam paper on the 
Normans

The question styles introduce students to the concept of interpretations (AO4) as well as 
the AO1 and AO2 of previous topics. The students are able to draw upon their 

understanding of work done in Year 7 and this confidence they have is a 
counterbalance to the challenging nature of the questions.

Feudalism
Nobility

Peasants
Knights

Social class

Cycle 3B
The Making of 

America

Write a clear and organised 
summary that analyses…
Why did…? 
How far do you agree…?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity 

and difference. 

Write a clear and organised 

summary that analyses the tensions 

the USA experienced during 1789-

1838

Chronologically it makes sense to do this topic next as it focuses primarily on the 19th

century. There are links to be made with KS3 work, for example on slavery. And also links 
to  be made with other GCSE topics, like the People’s Health.

Slavery
Conquest

Treaty
Trade



Year 11 2021-22

GCSE 

Topic 
Question Styles

Disciplinary / 

Second Order 

Concept

Assessment Justification Substantive Knowledge / Concepts

Cycle 1A

The Making 
of America

Write a clear and 
organised summary that 
analyses…
Why did…? 
How far do you agree…?

Continuity, change, 
cause, consequence,
significance, similarity 
and difference. 

Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the difficulties faced by 

early migrants on their journeys to Oregon and California in the 1840s and 
1850s. 
What was the impact of the Californian gold rush of 1848–1849? 

Chronologically it makes sense to do this topic next as it focuses 
primarily on the 19th century. There are links to be made with KS3 

work, for example on slavery. And also links to  be made with other 
GCSE topics, like the People’s Health.

Migration
Trade

Persecution
Civil War

Urbanisation

Cycle 1B

The Making 
of America 

& Life in 
Nazi 

Germany

What can source A tell us 
about…?
How useful are sources… 
and interpretation… for a 
historian studying…
How far do you agree…?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity and 

difference. Analyse, 

evaluate and use sources

What can the picture aimed at German students tell us 

about Nazi propaganda in the mid-1930s? Use your own 

knowledge in addition to the picture. (7 marks)

This is the most modern of the topics and it also as the most 
challenging question types. Students are asked to consider the utility 
of both sources and interpretations so the maturity of students at this 

stage of the course helps with their ability to answer. There are links to 
be made with KS3.

Dictatorship
Propaganda
Police State

Cycle 2A

Life in Nazi 
Germany

What can source A tell us 
about…?
How useful are sources… 
and interpretation… for a 
historian studying…
How far do you agree…?

Continuity, change, 

cause, consequence,

significance, similarity and 

difference. Analyse, 

evaluate and use sources

How useful are Interpretation A and Source’s B and C for a 
historian studying the popularity of Hitler Youth 
organisations between 1932 and 1939

This is the most modern of the topics and it also as the most 
challenging question types. Students are asked to consider the utility 
of both sources and interpretations so the maturity of students at this 

stage of the course helps with their ability to answer. There are links to 
be made with KS3.

Anti-Semitism
Genocide

Occupation
Resistance

Cycle 2B

Revision of 
GCSE topics

Revision involves the testing of knowledge and skills so students are 
given regular exam questions to answer.

Cycle 3A
Revision of 

GCSE topics


