
Year 9 English Curriculum Map - Academic Year 2021 – 2022 

 

Cycle: Coverage Assessment Points KO Links: 

C
yc

le
 1

  Power and Conflict: Lord of the Flies (Comprehension and Critical 
Evaluation skills; the universality of literature) 
Students read ‘Lord of the Flies’, focusing on developing understanding of 
conceptual vocabulary linked to the text. They also develop evaluative 
responses to aspects of the text. After reading, students use the text as a vehicle 
for building essay skills.  
 
Subject Focus: Articulate writer’s intentions; character function and character 
development; use evidence to support and develop a line of interpretation. 
 
Key Concepts: universality; human nature; innocence; civilisation; savagery; 
power; conflict; morality; liberation; mob mentality; democracy; autocracy; 
responsibility 
Substantive Knowledge: Plot and character knowledge; setting as a microcosm; 
writer’s intentions; use of symbolism; character functions 
Hinterland: Golding’s background and inspiration for writing; extracts from 
Coral Island; experiences and concerns of war 
Procedural Knowledge: structure a response to a ‘to what extent’ question; use 
evidence that is not direct quotation; plan an essay response; construct a thesis 
statement 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Synthesising evidence to develop interpretation 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Building an argument: When might we need to use 
evidence to justify an argument in adult life? 
 

Week 1.1: Comparative judgement baseline 
writing task 
 
Week 1.3: Vocab and writing practice (self-
assessment) 
 
 
 
 
Week 1.5: Vocab and writing practice 
(responsive) 
 
 
Week 1.8: Diagnostic essay task (responsive) 
 
 
 
 
Week 1.11 End-of-cycle assessments: MCQ and 
essay response to character.  
 

1.1 Accountable Talk 
 
1.2 How to answer ‘To What Extent’ 
1.3 power, conflict, innocence, 
civilisation, hierarchy, 
1.4 morality, liberation, responsibility, 
human nature, mob mentality 
1.5 All key vocab. including autocracy, 
savagery 
1.6 Key quotations 
 
1.7 Themes 
1.8 Character functions 
 
1.9 Key subject vocabulary 
 
1.10 Questions and Answers 
 
1.11 Thesis statements + character 
functions 
 
1.12 Set according to assessment 
outcomes  
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The Abuse of Power: Dystopian Worlds (creative expression)                         
Students explore the presentation of dystopia in literary texts, starting with the 
poem ‘London’, and then use these as a springboard for their own creative 
writing. They are also introduced to other poems exploring the theme of ‘power 
and powerlessness’ as alternative ways of analysing creative presentation of this 
theme.  
 
Subject Focus: Develop knowledge of genre conventions of dystopian fiction; 
plan and structure a cohesive narrative; analyse writer’s choices in poetry and 
prose texts.  
 
Key Concepts: dystopia, genre, conventions, hypothetical, atmosphere, 
structure, establish, cohesion, golden thread 
Substantive Knowledge: genre conventions of dystopian fiction; plot knowledge 
of The Pedestrian and Examination Day; use and function of motif. 
 
Hinterland: Reading range of dystopian fiction including The Pedestrian, 
Examination Day and extracts from 1984. Reading poems: London, Remains, My 
Last Duchess, Ozymandias, War Photographer & Bayonet Charge. 
Procedural Knowledge: develop a narrative plan; use strategies to create 
cohesion; use settings to reflect atmosphere 
Disciplinary Knowledge: use of ‘mentor texts’ for inspiration; drafting and 
editing strategies 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Editing processes: drafting and refinement in the 
expression of ideas.  
 
 
 
 

Week 2.3: Vocab and writing reflection 
(responsive) 
 
 
 
Week 2.5: Diagnostic narrative writing 
(responsive) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 2.8: Writing Practice (linked endings) peer 
assessment) 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 2.11 End-of-cycle assessment: MCQ + 
dystopian fiction writing task 
 

2.1 Remains KO 
2.2 Bayonet Charge KO 
2.3 My Last Duchess KO 
2.4 Dystopian conventions + key 
vocabulary 
2.5 Planning strategies 
2.6 Conventions + dystopian vocabulary 
(barren – perturbed) 
2.7 Dystopian vocabulary (petrified – 
vapid) 
2.8 Different sentence openings 
2.9 Key structural methods 
2.10 Ozymandias KO 
2.12 Set according to assessment 
outcomes 
2.13 War Photographer KO 
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   Social Justice: Voices of Protest 
Students begin by explore the use of rhetoric to convey ideas. They then focus 
on the study of the An Inspector Calls, exploring it as a way of expressing 
messages about society and social change. Alongside this, students consider the 
crafting of the play and develop their analytical writing skills. 
Subject Focus: Articulate writer’s intentions; character function and character 
development; use evidence to support and develop a line of interpretation; 
analyse writer’s craft; aspects of genre 
 
Key Concepts: social justice; class; community; influence; prejudice; 
responsibility; expose; privilege; society; elite; remorse; gender 
Substantive Knowledge: plot and character knowledge; writer’s intentions; use 
of symbolism; character functions and development; cyclical structure 
 
Hinterland: full reading of play; Priestley’s background and motivations for 
writing; Capitalist and Socialist beliefs; Britain in 1912; Britain in 1945 
Procedural Knowledge: plan an essay response; construct a thesis statement; 
use evidence that is not direct quotation;  
 
Disciplinary Knowledge: trace development of a theme across a text 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Campaigning and persuasion: how is rhetoric used in 
the world around us? 

 
 
Week 3.2: Rhetoric Quiz (self- marked) 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 3.5 – Comparative Judgement writing task 
+ MCQ 
 
Week 3.8 – Diagnostic Essay 
 
 
End-of-cycle assessment: AIC MCQ + character 
essay question 
 

3.1 Rhetoric – Key vocabulary 
3.2 Rhetorical devices 
3.3 Key Vocabulary – Social Justice to 
Prejudice. 
 
3.4 Key Vocabulary – Responsibility to 
Remorse 
3.5 Quick overview + plot overview 
 
3.6 Key quotations 
3.7 Character functions 
3.8 Themes and ideas 
3.9 Writer’s craft 
3.10 Genre: morality plays and well-
made plays 
 
3.12 Set according to assessment 
outcomes 

 Challenge Week  

 


