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  Cycle 1: Animal Farm 
 
Subject Focus: Students begin their KCC English journey by focusing on the concept of 
authorial intention. This is introduced through the study of fables and fairy tales before 
moving on to the study of Animal Farm. 
 
Key concepts: author; text; authorial intention; reader’s reaction; fable; allegory; allusion; 
character function; context; narrative; quotation; persuasion 
Key vocabulary: moral; corrupt; exploit; liberty; manipulate; oppression; power; rebellion; 
violence. 
Substantive knowledge: Plot / character knowledge of Animal Farm; Orwell’s intentions; 
Animal Farm as allegory; character functions of key characters 
 
Hinterland: Reading of a selection of Aesop’s Fables, fairy tales and Animal Farm;  
Procedural knowledge: Give interpretations of a text without writing in first person; refer to 
writers; use hedging phrases; select and include relevant textual evidence.  
Disciplinary knowledge: Concepts of authorial intention and reader’s response; use of 
evidence to support a viewpoint 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Concept of literary study as an academic discipline.  
 
 

 
Week 1.1: Comparative judgement 
baseline writing task 
 
 
 
 
Mid-point assessment: vocab MCQ 
and short written response to 
character 
 
 
 
 
End-of-cycle assessment: vocab MCQ 
and written response to Orwell’s 
intentions  
 
 

 
Students will be set weekly KO 
home learning related to the 
vocabulary studied that week, 
Extended HL tasks will also be 
set.  
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 Cycle 2: The Gothic Tradition 
Subject Focus: Students continue to explore the concept of authorial intention, but this time 
with themselves as the writers. Using The Woman in Black and Phillip Pullman’s playscript 
version of Frankenstein as genre models, students will develop knowledge of Gothic genre 
conventions and apply them in their own writing. 

 

 
End-of-cycle assessment: MCQ vocab 
test + Gothic descriptive writing 
based on an image 

Students will be set weekly KO 
home learning related to the 
vocabulary studied that week, 
Extended HL tasks will also be 
set. 
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 Cycle 3: Julius Caesar and Rhetoric 
Subject Focus: Through extracts of the text, students study the play ‘Julius Caesar’. In addition 
to exploring plot, characters and theme, students will explore key elements of rhetoric, using 
Shakespeare’s writing as a key stimulus. This continues the exploration of authorial intent 
from a different perspective.  

 
End-of-cycle assessment: MCQ + 
persuasive writing demonstrating 
aspects of rhetoric 

Students will be set weekly KO 
home learning related to the 
vocabulary studied that week, 
Extended HL tasks will also be 
set. 

   



 


