
                                          

Year 12 English Language Curriculum Map - Academic Year 2021 – 2022 

 

W / B Teacher 1: LRE Teacher 2: CBL Assessment Points 

Term 1  Language Frameworks and Stylistic Analysis 
 
Subject Focus: Introduction to the concept of linguistic 
analysis, with a focus on using the key frameworks of lexis and 
grammar to explore the construction of meanings and 
representations in texts. 
Key Concepts: stylistics; parallelism; deviation; foregrounding; 
lexis; grammar; figurative imagery; metaphor; representation 
Substantive Knowledge: Definitions of key terminology for 
lexical and grammatical analysis; 3 parts of metaphor 
 
Hinterland: Range of fiction and non-fiction texts chosen to 
exemplify language in use.  
Procedural Knowledge: Apply lexical and grammatical 
frameworks to a text; make clear annotations; build a 
structure analysis of the construction of meaning in a text 
Disciplinary Knowledge: History and function of linguistics and 
language analysis; nature of stylistics 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Using multiple forms of evidence to 
justify an interpretation 
 

An Introduction to Spoken Language 
 
Subject Focus: Introduction to the concept of spoken language 
analysis, with a focus on exploring the links between spoken 
and written language, and using linguistic terminology to 
identify features of planned and spontaneous spoken texts.  
Key Concepts: ephemerality; permanence; prosodics; 
utterance; spontaneity; formality; register; IPA; transcription; 
synchronicity 
Substantive Knowledge: Definitions of key terminology for 
spoken language analysis; Grice’s Maxims 
 
Hinterland: Use of a range of spoken texts (both planned and 
spontaneous) to exemplify language in use. 
Procedural Knowledge: Use IPA to make an accurate record of 
spoken language 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Debates surrounding prescriptive and 
descriptive linguistics 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Speech therapy and forms of speech 
disorder.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 4th Oct: MCQ Knowledge 
Assessments (2 parts) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 18th Oct: Terminology MCQ + 
Textual Analysis Skills (Spoken and 
Written Language Analysis Sections) 
 

   



Term 2 Debates Around Language and Gender 
 
Subject Focus: An exploration of the history of debate 
surrounding the idea of gender differences in language use. 
Application of lexical and grammatical features from Term 1 to 
data sources.  
Key Concepts: gender; deficit; dominance; difference; 
diversity; evaluation; performativity; representation 
Substantive Knowledge: Theoretical perspectives surrounding 
language and gender (4Ds models / performativity); research 
findings related to language and gender; Lakoff’s features of 
female speech 
 
Hinterland: Lakoff’s original language and gender research; 
literary fiction extracts representing masculine / feminine 
characters; non-fiction texts / transcripts exemplifying aspects 
of language and gender;  
Procedural Knowledge: Use evaluation questions to 
interrogate data; select and include quotations from non-
literary data sources; cite references to theory and research 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Historical overview of theory and 
research into language and gender; introduction to linguistic 
data use. 

Regional English and Identity 
 
Subject Focus: An exploration of the origins of regional accents 
and dialects and the history of their development, including 
changing attitudes towards accents and dialects. Application of 
lexical and grammatical features from Term 1 to data sources.  
Key Concepts: accent; dialect; dialect levelling; accommodation 
theory; convergence; divergence; status; overt and covert 
prestige; Received Pronunciation; Standard English. 
Substantive Knowledge: Features of Devonian accent /dialect + 
at least one other regional variety; features of Standard English 
and Received Pronunciation; accommodation theory; reasons 
for accent / dialect changes 
 
Hinterland: Social attitudes towards regional accents / dialects 
(including journalistic reports); Howard Giles CAT;  
Procedural Knowledge: Use IPA to represent regional varieties 
of English; use evaluation questions to interrogate data; select 
and include quotations from non-literary data sources; cite 
references to theory and research; plan and develop a response 
to an ‘evaluate’ question.  
Disciplinary Knowledge: Evaluate alternative approaches and 
explanations; apply theory and context when analysing data 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 15th Nov – Language and 
Gender transcript-based essay 
 
W/B 22nd Nov – Evaluate the idea 
that RP is the accent of prestige.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 13th Dec – End-of-unit 
assessments (Evaluate the idea that 
regional varieties have decreased 
over time / Transcript-based gender 
question) 
 

   

Term 3 PPE Preparation 
  

PPE Preparation 
 
 

 

24th Jan - PPE Week 24th Jan - PPE Week PPE  



Language and Age 
 
Subject Focus: An exploration of theory and research 
surrounding language variation and age.  
Key Concepts: prestige; status; life stage; cultural construct; 
representation; stereotype; neologism 
Substantive Knowledge: Theory and research related to 
language and age; common stereotypes of language linked to 
age 
 
Hinterland: Literary extracts representing characters of 
particular ages (e.g. The Catcher in the Rye); journalistic 
articles linked to issues of language and age.  
Procedural Knowledge: Cite references to theory and 
research; plan and develop a response to an ‘evaluate’ 
question.  
Disciplinary Knowledge: Evaluate alternative approaches and 
explanations; apply theory and context when analysing data 
 

Language Discourses – Exploring Representations of Language 
 
Subject Focus: Development of the theoretical knowledge of 
language variation (gender / region / age) and exploration of 
journalistic representations of these varieties. 
Key Concepts: prestige; status; viewpoint; perspective; 
representation; lexis; grammar; figurative imagery; metaphor; 
parallelism; deviation; foregrounding 
Substantive Knowledge: Common metaphors used to represent 
attitudes towards language  
 
Hinterland: Jean Aitchison’s ‘damp spoon’, ‘crumbling castle’ 
and ‘infectious disease’ metaphors (1996 Reith lecture); opinion 
articles conveying attitudes towards aspects of language.  
Procedural Knowledge: Synthesise evidence to support an 
interpretation; evaluate presentation of arguments 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Awareness of contemporary debates 
around language variation 
 
 

 

   



Term 4 Social Groups, Status and Language  
 
Subject Focus: Explore the impact of social group membership 
on language use and evaluate its significance in relation to 
other factors influencing language use.  
Key Concepts: Power; power asymmetry; discourse structure; 
accommodation; register; status; restricted and elaborated 
code; sociolect 
Substantive Knowledge: Theory and research linked to 
language and social groups 
 
Hinterland: Labov / Trudgill / Milroy / Bernstein research into 
language and social groups; transcripts linked to language and 
social groups. 
Procedural Knowledge: Use evaluation questions to 
interrogate data; draw on data / theory from multiple 
linguistic approaches and evaluate. 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Knowledge of theories linked to 
language and social groups 
 

Power, Occupation and Language 
 
Subject Focus: Build on their knowledge of language variation 
by drawing varieties together under the concept of power. 
Students will look specifically at power within different 
occupations and evaluate the impact of occupation on language 
choices.  
Key Concepts: Power; power asymmetry; discourse structure; 
accommodation; register; floor-holding strategies; instrumental 
and influential power. 
Substantive Knowledge: Lexis linked to at least 3 different 
occupations; Grice’s Maxims; Face Theory; theory and research 
linked to language and occupation 
 
Hinterland: Transcripts and non-fiction text examples linked to 
language and occupation.  
Procedural Knowledge: Use evaluation questions to interrogate 
data; draw on data / theory from multiple linguistic approaches 
and evaluate. 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Knowledge of theories linked to power 
and occupational language. 
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Exploration of occupation-specific 
lexis. Opportunities for students to explore occupational areas 
of particular interest to them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 28th March – ‘Occupational 
language is designed to hide the true 
meanings in communication’. To 
what extent can it be argued that 
this is true? 
 
W/B 4th March – Evaluate the idea 
that social class is the most 
significant influence on language use.  

   



Term 5 Readers, Writers and Contexts 
 
Subject Focus: Expand the range of lenses used to analyse the 
construction of meanings and representations in texts. 
Key Concepts: authorial intent; audience positioning; 
pragmatics; allusion; socio-historical context; literary context; 
intertextuality; graphology 
Substantive Knowledge: Define key vocabulary linked to 
meanings and representations 
 
Hinterland: Dan Clayton ‘Audience Positioning and Stance’; 
Stuart Hall ‘Audience Reception Theory’; Fairclough ‘Synthetic 
Personalisation’.  
Procedural Knowledge: Plan and structure analysis of a text; 
use connective phrases and transition sentences to structure 
comparisons; embed contextual factors into analysis 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Nature and study of pragmatics; 
debates surrounding extent of authorial control over textual 
meanings.  
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Understanding how published 
writers shape texts to suit audiences and create artificial 
relationships with them.  
 

Exploring Genre 
 
Subject Focus: Focus on the concept of genre, and investigate 
the use and manipulation of genre conventions as part of the 
construction of meaning.  
Key Concepts: authorial intent; audience positioning; genre 
convention; subversion; discourse structure 
Substantive Knowledge: genre conventions of articles (opinion 
and reportage), interviews, speeches and travelogues 
 
Hinterland: Reading a range of exemplar texts from each genre 
in order to build working knowledge of each form.  
Procedural Knowledge: Plan writing to meet genre 
requirements; embed genre features into analysis. 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Function of genre and how it helps 
with reading and writing texts.   
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Understanding of how published 
writers use and subvert genre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 16th May – Analyse construction 
of meanings and representations in 2 
thematically-linked texts 
(comparison). 

   

Term 6 Intro to NEA: Research Skills and data collection  
 
Subject Focus: An introduction to research methods in  
English Language, culminating in a mini-investigation which  
prepares students for their NEA investigation in Year 13.  
Key Concepts: research aims; variables; reliability; validity; 
quantitative and qualitative methods; ethics; context 
Substantive Knowledge: Range of research methods available 
to linguists, and their relative benefits; ethical considerations 
 
Hinterland: Exemplar research projects; Zimmerman and 
West’s research into gender and interruption.  
Procedural Knowledge: Select appropriate methodology; plan 
to control variables; present data in an appropriate manner; 
use passive constructions to report methodology; format 
research investigation report. 

Intro to NEA: Writing for Real Contexts 
 
Subject Focus: An introduction to planning, research and  
drafting processes in preparation for NEA writing in Year 13. 
Key Concepts: genre convention; authorial intention; audience 
positioning; context of reception; lexis, grammar, pragmatics, 
graphology, discourse structure. 
Substantive Knowledge: Key terminology related to linguistic 
frameworks; genre conventions of reviews 
 
Hinterland: Exemplar reviews chosen from a range of sources 
Procedural Knowledge: Select appropriate style models; apply 
linguistic frameworks in a controlled manner; use planning 
strategies; use proofreading strategies 
Disciplinary Knowledge: Planning, research and editing 
methods used in professional writing; use of style models. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/B 11th July – Mini-investigation 
write-up + creative writing piece 



Disciplinary Knowledge: An introduction to research methods 
in English Language, and a chance to apply these methods 
when conducting small-scale research.  
 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Quantitative research methods in 
English 

 
Gatsby Benchmark Links: Writing for the real world 

18th July Challenge Week  

 


